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Florida Senate - 1984

SB

708

By Senator Henderson25-847-84

.
•

A bill to be entitled

1

3

.
.s
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&8'

An act relating to the Division of Alcoholic
Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of
Business Regulation; creating s

561.292, F S.,

5

providing for issuance of declarations as to

6

whether possession or operation of an amusement

7

device would be grounds for suspension or

8

revocation of license, providing an effective

9

date.

10
11

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida.

12
Section 1.

Section 561.292, Florida Statutes, is

t?
�-=

13

...
•J
••
.

16

1' e
�
s�
,5

20

whether the possession or operation of a particular device in

;.!

21

licensed premises would be grounds for suspension or

22

revocation of a licensee's license under s. 561.29.

� l;.
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14

15

17

created to read:
561.292

Declaratory statements regarding amusement

devices.-(1)

Any licensee or any manufacturer, distributor,

18

vendor, or lessor of amusement devices may petition the

19

division pursuant to chapter 120 for a declaration as to

23

(2)

The declaration shall be binding with respect to

24

the device that was the subJect of the petition and all

25

identical devices

26

the division

27

{J}

The declaration shall be binding only on

The declaration shall be void with respect.to any

28

person convicted of a violation of chapter 849 arising out of

29

possession or operation of a device that was the subJect of

30

the declaration.

31

Section 2

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984
1
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1

2

3

4

s

6

SENATE SUMMAR�

Provides for issuance by the D1v1a1on of Alcoholic
Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business
Regulation of a declaratory statement as to whether the
possession or operation of a particular arousement device
in licensed premises would be grounds for suspension or

revocation of the licensee's license.

7

8
9

10

11
12
13

14

1S

16

17

18
19

20
21
22

23

24

25

26
27

28
29

30
31
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Florida House of Representat1ves - 1984

HB 734

Sy Representat1ve R. M. Johnson
A bill to be en t.1 tled
An act relating to gambling; amending ss.
849.093 and 849.094, F.S., authorizing certain
nonprofit organizations to conduct and promote
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�-•.
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raffles; providing restrict.ions; requiring
certain not1f1cat1on; providing an effective

u
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Be It Enacted by the Legislatux:e of the State of Flon.da:
IO

Section l.

II

subsections (2), (7), and (8) of sect.ion

849.093, Florida Statutes, are amended, subsection (11) 1s

12

renumbered as subsection (12) and a new subsection (11) is

13

added to said section to ,ead:

14

849.093

15

Charitable, nonprofit organ1zat1ons; certain

endeavors permitted.--

16

(2)

17

None of the provisions of this chapter shall be

18

construed to prohibit or prevent nonprofit or veterans'

�

19

organ1zat1ons engaged in charitable, c1v1c, community,

E
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benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other similar
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" I

act1v1t1es, which organ1zat1ons have been 1n existence for a

22/

period of 3 years or more, from conducting bingo games or

23[

guest games or raffles, provided the entire proceeds derived

14 i

from the conduct of such games or raffles, less actual

15 j

business expenses for articles designed for and essential to

16 '

the operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, are donated by

27 i

such organizations to the endeavors mentioned above.

In no

28, case shall the net proceeds from the conduct of such games £E.

29

30,

raffles be used for any other purpose whatsoever.

The

proceeds derived from the conduct of bingo games shall not be

\
31 considered solicitation of public donations.

98-117-2-4

98-117-2-4
(7)

Each person involved 1n the conduct of any bingo

(a)

1.27

where the organization 1s located and a bona fide member of

1.30

or throughout the state and other states in connection with
the sale of consumer products or services, and 1n which the

1.57

1.31

elements of chance and prize are present.

l:qq

game or raffle.
(8)

No one under 18 years of age shall be allowed to

1.33

(11 )

Where the sale of tickets or chances for a raffle

10

is reasonably expected to exceed $1,000 in gross sales or

JI

where the prize or prizes offered exceed $1,000 in value, the

I)

el1g1ble organization shall:

l. 35

II

l:lus

I)

(b)

File a notice of intent to conduct a raffle with

1: lus

14

1.39

15

11

statewide or multi-county in sales of ticket or chances.
{c)

File a notice of intent to conduct a raffle with

the clerk of the circuit court at least 14 days prior to

l. 40

11

1: lus

18

1.43

19

1.44

The notice of intent to conduct a raffle shall include the

l: lus

B

name of the organization, the name and address of the person

1.47

24

1n charge of the raffle, and the !1st of prizes to be won.

1.48

l5

Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

849.094

Game promotion in connection with sale of

consumer products or services.-JO

1

(!)

As used 1n this section, the term:

HOUSE SUMMARY
Authorizes certain nonprofit ocgan1zat1ons to conduct and
promote raffles. Exempts such raffles from age
restrictions. Provides restr1ct1ons upon raffles whose
prizes meet a specified value. Requires notification of
certain raffles to specified agencies or officers.

11

"

1.49

849.094, Flotlda Statutes, is amended to read;

)7

1.69

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984.

20

confined to one county.

Section 2.

guest games or raffles conducted pursuant to s, 849.093.

16

commencing sale of tickets or chances if the raffle is

.6 '

"

Be limited to two such raffles per calendar year.

commencing sale of tickets or chances 1£ the raffle 1s

ll

10

(a)

lb

1.66

l:lus

1. 36

the office of Secretary of State at least 14 days prior to

27

1.51

18

l. 52

29

1.52

I

lI I

2
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However, "game

promotion" shall not be construed to apply to bingo qames or
Section 3.

play bingo games or quest games.

IS

1. 55

1.29

compensated 1n any way for operation of such bingo or guest

"
"

1.54

or guest game or raffle must be a resident of the community
the organization sponsoring such game or raffle and may not be

13

"Game promotion" means, but is not l1m1ted to, a

contest, game of chance, or gift enterprise, conducted within

3

1. 70

HB 210

Florida House of Representat1ves - 1984
By Representatives Deratany and Crotty
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to bingo; amending s. 849.093,
F.S., defining the term ftcharitable, nonprofit,
or veterans' organizations"; requiring such
organizations involved in the conduct of or

�-�

sponsoring any bingo game to be located in the

u
c
•D
u�
c�
u

community where the game is located; providing
an effective date.
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10

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

� n

Section 1.

g'-' 12

L •
� +-'

.

�

co

1J

"

Section 849.093, Florida Statutes, as

amended by chapter 83-309, Laws of Florida, is amended to
read:
849.093

Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

organizations; certain endeavors permitted.-(1)

As used in this section:

(a)

"Bingo game" means and refers to the act1v1ty

191 commonly known as "bingo" wherein participants pay a sum of

xii money for the use of one or more b1n90 cards.

When the game

21 ' commences, numbers are drawn by chance, one by one, and

n: announced.

The players cover or mark those numbers on the

bingo cards which they have purchased until a player receives
24: a given order of numbers 1n sequence that has been

)

l5

preannounced for that particular game.

)6

»bingo

)I

More than one game may be played upon a bingo card, and

)8

numbers called for one game may be used for a succeeding game

29

or gamf?s.

10'

»

This player calls out

and is declared the winner of a predetermined prize.

(bl

"B1.ngo card" means and refers to the flat p1.ece of

11, paper or thin pasteboard employed by players engaged in the

CODING Words ,n ��typ e ar• ,1.,letton• from •xist1r1g law, ward• undffl1r1ecj ar• ao:lcl,11on,,
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73-44-12-3
game of bingo.

The bingo card shall have not less than 24

playing numbers printed on it.

These playing numbers shall

solicitation of public donations.

such that numbers l through 15 are marked with the letter "B,"

l. 30

l:qq

If an organization is not engaged in efforts of

1.59

31 through 45 are marked with the letter "N," numbers 46

1.32

games hereunder shall be conditioned upon the return of all

1.61

precision shapes that are 1mpr1nted with letters and numbers

numbers 16 through 30 are marked with the letter "I," numbers

through 60 are marked with the letter "G," and numbers 61

through 75 are marked with the letter "O. n

(el

"Receptacle" means the container from which the

1.37

(fl

nsession" means a designated set of games played

1.39

"Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

l:lus

ObJects are drawn or ejected.
1n a day or part of a day.
{g)

18

organizations" means any orqan1zat1on which has qualified for

19

20

j

exemption from federal income tax as an exempt organization

21! under the provisions of Section SOl(c) of the Internal Revenue

221 Code of 1954.

2l

(21

None of the provisions of this chapter shall be

2Ji construed to prohibit or prevent charitable, nonprofitL or

25
26

27

28
29

30

1. 34

1. 34

15
17

1. 33

"Rack" means the container in which the obJects

are placed after being drawn and announced.

16

1.28

(d )

J3

"

1.55

case shall the net proceeds from the conduct of such games be

1.28

"Objects" means a set of 75 balls or other

(c)

12

1. 54

In no

used for any other purpose whatsoever.

More than one set of

bingo numbers may be printed on any single piece of paper.

11

such organizations to the endeavors mentioned above.

1.26

1.27

range from l through 75 1 1nclus1ve.

10

1.53

operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, shall be donated by

l:lus

veterans' organizations engaged in charitable, civic,

community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other

similar activities, which organizations have been 1n existence

and active for a period of 3 years or more, from conducting

bingo games et<-tJl:les-1:!-§alftes, provided that the entire proceeds

derived from the conduct of such games, less actual business

31: expenses for articles designed for and essential to the
2
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1.36

1.38

1.40

1.41

1.42
1.44

j1. 46
:1. 4 7

1.57

The proceeds derived

tcom the conduct of bingo games shall not be considered
(31

1.58

1.60

the type set out above, its right to conduct bingo er-g�e�t

1.62

the proceeds from such games to the players in the form of

10

If at the conclusion of play on any day during which

1.64

section there remain proceeds which have not been paid out as

1. 65

prizes.

11
12 1

13

a bingo er-�ties,e game is allowed to be played under this

1�

prizes, the charitable, nonprofit or veterans' organization

16

conduct bingo 8£'-ijl::lee-E games w1thout any charge to the players

l:lus

conducting the game shall at the next scheduled day of play

1.67

171 and shall continue to do so until the proceeds carried over
I
181 from the previous days played have been exhausted. This

1.69

15

19

I

1. 68

1.70

provision in no way extends the limitation on the number of

20 I prize or Jackpot games allowed in one � "iJJht as provided
21

22
23

26

(4)

The number of days during which such organizations

as are authorized hereunder may conduct bingo or-,1::1est games
(5)

No Jackpot shall e�ceed the value of $250 1n

actual money or its equivalent, and there shall be no more

17

than three Jackpots 1n any one session of bingo.

2)

one day of play.

2B

1.72

for in subsection (5).

per week shall not exceed two.
25

1.71

33

(6)

There shall be no more than three jackpots on any

(71

Each person involved in the conduct of any bingo

All other game prizes shall not exceed $50.

JI ' o�-EJl:les-e game must be a resident of the community where the
3
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73-44-12-3
organization is located and a bona fide member of the
organization sponsoring such game and shall not be compensated
in any way for operation of sai d bingo er-,ttes� game.
(8)

Every charitable, nonprofit, or veterans,

organization involved in the conduct of or sponsoring any
bingo game must be located in the community where the bingo

as to all other characteristics that may control their

2.3

selection from the receptacle.

2.4

(b)

2.5

membec in chacge shall cause to be made a vec1f1cation of all
obJects to be placed 1n the receptacle and shall inspect the

2.6

objects in the presence of a disinterested person to ensure
that all ObJects are present and that there are no

game is located.
fil�8t

No one under 18 years of age shall be allowed

2.8

duplicat1ons or omissions of numbers on the obJects.

to play.
10
11
12
13
14

"

16

17
18

19

Bingo er-9ttea� games shall be held only on the

22
13

"

Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit.!....£E:.

veterans' eh���ty-o� organization that will benefit by the

2.13

(c)

Property leased fttll-t�me for a period of not less

2.17
2.18

Property ewned-by-�nd leased from another

charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization as defined in
Property owned by a municipality or a county when

26

for the conduct of such games.
.il.!1._�let

Each bingo game shall be conducted in

accordance with the following rules:
(al

The obJects, whether drawn or eJected, shall be

essentially equal as to size, shape, we1ght, and balance and
4

'-

,1: lo<s
i2.20
12. 21

(f)

.27

All numbers shall be visibly disp layed after being

Errors in numbers announced or misplaced in rack

When a caller has started to vocallt announce a

2�, number, he shall complete the call.

25

r, · 2 6

(d)

2oi shall not be recognized as a bingo.

12, 22

12. 26

shall be alike 1n any given game.

JQ' announced.

12.21

11, lus

shall be part of a deck, group, or series, no two of which

18j with the numbers on the obJects drawn from the receptacle and

13

12. 23

The card or sheet on which the game is played

I
A bona fide bingo shall consist of a predesignated
(e)
16 I
! arrangement of numbers on a card or sheet that corresponds
Pl

2.16

than 1 year by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

(e)

(c)

ll I drawn and prior to being placed in the rack.

2.15

organiiation the-nenpref�t-er9a"�zatfon-or-by-the-eharf�y-er
(d)

prior to, during, and after a session.

14

proceeds;

resolution, specifically authorized the use of such property

]I

12
13

Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or

the governing authority has, by appropriate ordinance or

"
"

2,11

veterans' organization;

25
27

10
II

20, or9an��8t�on-that-w�li-benef�t-by-the-preeee8a;
11

2.10

following premises:

(b)

Any

player shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers

J.!.Qlt9t
(a)

Prior to commencement of any bingo session, the

If any player shall have

obtained a bingo on a previous number, such player will share
the prize with the player who gained bingo on the last number

:'6
27
28
29
30

called.
(g)

Numbers on the winning cards or sheets shall be

announced and ver1f1ed in the presence of another player.

Any

player shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers
drawn at the time the winner is determined.

The verification

shall be 1n the presence of the member designated to be 1n

31 i
5
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73-44-ll-3
charge of the occasion, or, 1f such person is also the caller,

2.49

"Are there any other winners?"

2.51

{h)

Upon determining a winner, the caller shall ask,

shall declare the game closed.

If no one replies, the caller

No other player shall be

entitled to share the prize unless he shall have declared a
bi ngo prior to this announcement,
(1)

Seats shall not be held or reserved by an

organ1zat1on or person involved 1n the conduct of any bingo

10

g ame for players not present nor shall any cards be set aside,

12

player.

held, or reserved, from one session to another, for any

11

2.48

1n the presence of an officer of the licensee.

(12).fll-l-

Any organ1zat1on or other person who

2.49

2.52
2.53
2.53
2.54

2.55

l:lus

13!
1�1 willfully and knowingly violates any prov1s1on of this section

2. 58

16, provided 1n �- 775,082 ors. 775.083.

2.60

151 is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as
I

For a second or

,71 subsequent offense, the organ1zat1on or other person is guilty

iBI of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided rn s.
'

l?, 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

20

Section 2.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984,

HOU SE SUMMARY

26

)7

Amends current provisions of law with respect to bingo
to:
1. Define the term "charitable, nonprofit, or
veterans' organ1zat1on" to mean any organ1zat1on which has
qualified for exempt1on from federal income tax as an exempt
organ1zat1on.
2. Require such organizations involved 1n the conduct
of or sponsoring any bingo game to be located 1n the
community where the game is located.
See bill for details.

_J

6

2.59

2.61
2.62

2.63

Flor1da House of Representatives

1984

HB 398

By Representat1Ve Armstrong
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to bingo; amending s. 849.093,
F.S.; requ!ring organizations engaged in the
conduct of bingo and persons leasing premises
for such purpose to obtain a license; providing
feesi requiring quarterly reports� providing

u

penalties; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida=
Section 1.

Subsections (2) and (3) of section 849.093,

Florida Statutes, are amended, subsection (11) is renumbered
as subsection (14), and new subsections (11), (12) and (13}
are added to said section to read:
849.093

Charitable, nonprofit organizations; certain

endeavors permitted.-(2)

None of the provisions of this chapter shall be

construed to prohibit or prevent nonprofit or veterans'
organizations licensed in accordance with this section and
engaged 1n charitable, civic, community, benevolent,
religious, or scholastic works or other similar activities,
which organizations have been in existence for a period of 3
years or more, from conducting bingo games or guest games,
provided the entire proceeds derived from the conduct of such
games, less actual business expenses for articles designed for
and essential to the operation, conduct, and playing of bingo,
27
28
29
30

are donated by such organizations to the endeavor$ mentioned
above.

In no case shall the net proceeds from the conduct of

such games be used for any other purpose whatsoever.

The

proceeds derived from the conduct of bingo games shall not be

31: considered solic1tat1on of public donations.
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(3)

It an organization is not engaged in efforts of

the type set out above, it must obtain a license in accordance

with this section and its right to conduct bingo or guest

games hereunder shall be conditioned upon the return of all

the proceeds from such games to the players in the form of
prizes.

If at the conclusion of play on any day during which

a bingo oc guest game 1s allowed to be played under this

section there remain proceeds which have not been paid out as
prizes, the nonprofit organization conducting the game shall

2.

1.33

3.

The number of participants in each game.

1.34

4.

The amount of proceeds derived from each game.

1.31

12 unt14 the proceeds carried over tram the previous days played

1.37

l4

have been exhausted.

This provision in no way extends the

limitation on the number of prize or jackpot games allowed in

15

one night as provided for in subsection (5).

17

bingo or guest games under the provisions of this section, and

16

18

(11)

No organization shall engage in the conduct of

no person shall lease any premises for any consideration to

19• any organization for the conduct of bingo or guest games,

�I without a valid license issued by the Department of Business

21

Regulation.

An application for such license shall be

22: submitted to the department annually, on a form promulgated by
23

1.39
l:lus
1.41

1.42
1.43
1.44
1.45

A license shall be

necessary, accompanied by a fee of $25.

26

this section, and the license shall be valid for a period of 1

27

�

1.47

issued to an applicant who complies with all requirements of

18

(12)

Every licensee shall t:1.le a Quarterly report with

n the department, according to a schedule promulgated by the

30 department.

2
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12

subsection.
6.

1.
If the licensee is conducting games under the

14 provisions of subsection (3), the disposition of the proceeds;

16
11

by subparagraph 3.

The name and address of any person from whom

7.

19 l of consideration paid for the lease.

20 I

If the licensee is a person leasing premises for

{b)

11i the conduct of games, the report shall include the following

,, I information
1.

2.

ui

for the preceding quarter:

The location of all such leased premises.

The name and address of each organization leasing

u1 premises for the conduct of games, the number of games

l:lus

"
"

27

30

1.

this information may be combined with the information required

18 premises are leased for the conduct of games, and the amount

26

1.

and the amount donated to the endeavors specified in said

lJ

15

1.

If the licensee is conducting games under the

5.

1.48

1. 50

The number and amount of prizes awarded in each

10 provis1.ons of subsection (2), the amount of business expenses

23,

it and containing such information as the department deems

24

25

1.38

1

The number of games conducted.

1.

1.30

1.35

1

information for the preceding quarter:

1.29

1.36

13

conduct of games, the report shall include the following

1.28

10 at the next scheduled day of play conduct bingo or guest games

11 without any charge to the players and shall continue to do so

If the licensee is an organization engaged in the

(a)

1.27

conducted by each, the number of participants, and the number

and amount of prizes awarded in each game.
3.

4.

The amount of consideration paid for each lease.

The amount of any charges imposed by the lessor for

its own benefit or on behalf of the organization with respect

31 I to the games conducted.
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{c)

Failure to file a complete quarterly report, or

1:lus

falsification of any information therein, in addition to being

1.75

a violation of this section, shall be grounds for revocation

1.76

of license.
(13)

A license issued under this section shall be

1:lus

prominently displaye d by a lessor on the leased premises, or

1.78

by an organization during the conduct of each game.

1.79

Any

organization engaged 1n both the conduct of games and the
leasing of premises to other organizations for the conduct of

1.80

10

games shall obtain separate licenses and file separate reports

I.81

11

under this section.

11

Jl1l flit

Any organization or other person who

l:lus

13

willfully and knowingly violates any provision of this section

1.84

14

1.s guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as

2.1

15 provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

For a second or

2.2

16

subsequent offense, the organization or other person is guilty

2.3

17

of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

2. 4

is

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

"'

Section 2.

This ac t shall take effect October 1, 1984.

JQ
)I

12
/3

• .i
25
26

HOUSE SUMMARY
Requires organizations engaged 1n the conduct of bingo
games and persons leasing premises for the conduct of
such games to obtain an annual license from the
Department of Bus1.ness Regulation. Requires licensees to
file quarterly reports on the games conducted and
proceeds therefrom with the department. Provides
penalties.
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CS for SB 317
A bill to be entitled

1
2

An act relating to b1rgo, amending s

849 093,

char1 table, nonprof1 t,

3

F S , defining the term

4

or veterans' organ1zat1ons", requiring such

5

organ1.zat1ons involved 1.n the conduct of or

6

sponsoring any b1ngo game to be located 1n the

7

county or a spec1£1ed radius of where the ga�e

8

1s located, requiring a sponsoring organization

9

to desJgnate a member who will be present at

11

10

the sponsored bingo game, requ1r1ng posting of

11

notice of sponsoring organ1�at1on and

12

designated member, l1m1t1ng in certain

13

c1rcum$tances the number of such organ1zat1ons

14

which may conduct bingo on certain leased

15

premises

providing an effective date

16
17

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida·

18
19

Section 1

20

amended to read·

21
22
23
24

849 093

Section 849 093, Florida Statutes, is
Charitable, nonprofit

or veterans'

organ1zat1ons, certain endeavors permitted
(1)

As used 1n this section

(a)

"81ngo game" means and refers t<::i the activity

25

commonly known as "bingo" wherein participants pay a sum of

26

money for the use of one or more bingo cards

27

commences, nunbers are drawn by chance, one by one, and

28

announced

29

bingo cards which tney have purchased until a player receives

30

a given order of nu�bers in �equence that has been

31

preannounced for that particular game.

When the gam':l

The players cover or mark those numbers on the

1

This player calls out
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1

nbingo" and is declared the wir.ner of a predetermined prize

2

More than one game may be played upo� a bingo card, and

3

nu�bers called for one game Maj be used for a succeeding game

4

or games.

s

(b)

11

paper or thin pasteboard employed by players engaged in the

7

game of bingo

8

E1:av1ng numbers printed on it

9

range from 1 through 75, inclusive

10
11

The bingo card shall have not less than 24
These playing numbers shall
More than one set of

bingo numbers may be printed on any single piece of paper
(c)

11

0 bJects 11 means a set of 75 balls or other

12

precision shapes that are imprinted with letters and numbers

13

in such a way that nu�bers 1 through 15 are marked with the

14

letter "B," numbers 16 through 30 are marked with the letter

15

"I, 1 1 numbers 31 through 45 are marked with t.he letter "N,"

16

numbers 46 through 60 are marked with the letter

11

17

numbers 61 through 75 are marked with the letter

11

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(d)

G,

0

11

and

11

"Rack" mear:.s the container in ,1hich the obJects

are placed after being drawn and announced
(e)

"Receptacle" means the container from which the

obJects are drawn or eJected.
( f)

"Session 11 means a designated set of games played

in a day or part of a day
{g)

l

"Charitable, nonorofit, or veterans'

25

organizations 11 means any organization which has aual1fied for

26

exe�otion from federal inco�e tax as an exempt organization

27

under the provisions of Section 50l(c ) of tI'e Internal Revenue

28

Code of 1954, which is engaged in charitable, civic,

29

community, benevolent, re:igious, or scholastic works or other

30

similar activities

31

=or a oeriod of 3 years or more.

and which has been 1n existence and active
2
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(2)

None of the provisions of this chap�er shall be

2

construe d to prohibit or prevent charitable, nonprofitL or

3

veterans' organizations engaged in charitaOle, civic,

4

community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other

5

similar activities, which organizations have been in eYistence

6

and active for a period of 3 years or more, from conducting

7

bingo games e� gttest ga�es, provided the entire proceeds

8

derived from the conduct of such games, less actual business

9

expenses for articles designed for and essential to the

Bingo card" means and refers to the flat piece of

6
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10

operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, are donated by stch

11

organizations to the endeavors mentioned above

12

shall the net proceeds from the conduct of such games be used

In no case

13

for any other purpose whatsoever.

14

the conduct of bingo games shall not be considered

15

solicitation of public donations

16

( 3)

The proceeds derived from

If a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' en

17

organization does not qualify under the definition provided in

18

paragraph (l)(g) :s ne� engages :n effe�ts ef the tn,e se� ettt

19

a�eve, its right to conduct bingo e� gttes� games hereunder

20

shall be conditioned upon the return of all the proceeds from

21

such games to the players in the form of prizes.

22

conclusion of play on any day during which a binge e� �es�

23

game is allowed to be played under this section there remain

24

proceeds which have not been paid out as prizes, the

25

charitable, nonprofit

26

If at the

or veterans' organiz�tion conducting

the game shall at the next scheduled day of play conduct binge

27

e� �est games without any charge to the players and shall

28

continue to do so until the proceeds carried over from the

29

previous days played have been exhau�ted

30

no way extends the l1nitation on the nunber of prize or

This prov1s1on 1n

31
3
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1

Jackpot games allowed in one ill H:gflt as prov1ded for 1n

2

subs ect1on ( 5).

3

(4)

organizations authorized hereunder may conduct bingo e� gMest

5

games shall not exceed two
(5)

No Jackpot shall exceed the value of $250 in

7

actual money or its equivalent, and there shall be no more

8

than three Jackpots in any one session of bingo

9
10
11

(6)

There shall be no more than three Jac�pots on any

on� day of play
{7)

All other game prizes shall not exceed $50

Each person involved in the conduct of any bingo

12

e� ffttest game must be a resident of the community where the

l3

organization 1s located and a bona fide member of the
organization sponsoring such game and may not be compensated

15

in any way for operation of such bingo e� g�est game

16

bingo game is sponsored by a charitable, nonprofit, or

17

veterans' organization, the sponsoring organization shall be

18

reauired to designate one or more members of that organization

19

who shall be present during an entire sess�on at which the

20

sponsored bingo games are conducted

21

organization shall be responsible for posting a notice, which

22

states the name of the sponsoring organization and the

23

designated member in attendance, in a conspicuous place on the

24

premises at which the session is held

25

(8)

Whe n a

The sponsoring

Every charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

26

organization involved in the conduct of or soonsoring any

27

bingo ga�e must be located in the county or within a 15�mile

28

radius of where the bingo game is located.

29
30

filfBt

1
2

11.Qlf9t

Bingo e� gtteet games shall be held only on the

following premises

3

The number of days per week during which

4
6
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No one under 18 years of age shall be allowed

to play.

31
4
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4

�fb7

Property owned by the charitable, nonorofit, or

5

veterans' efla�:ty e� organization that will benefit by the

6

proceeds,

7
8

illfe7

Property leased ittll t:ffle for a period of not

less than 1 year by a charitable, nonorofit, o� veterans'

9
10

e�gB.R:t�at:el'i that will benefit by the proceeds, provid'=d that

11

the oroperty may be leased to only one charitable, nonorofit,

12

or veterans' organization during such period for the purpose

13

of conducting bingo games, nothing shall preclude the leasing

14

of such prooerty for purposes other than conducting bingo

15

games during the same period;

16
17
19

l.£lfat

Property owned by and leased from another

charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization as defined in
1.9.lfe?

Property owned by a municipality or a county

20

when the governing authority has, by appropriate ordinance or

21

resolution, specifically authorized the use of such property

22

for the conduct of such games

23
24
25

.i.DJ.f�97

Each bingo game shall be conducted in

accordance with the following rules
(a)

The obJeCts, whether drawn or eJected, shall be

26

essentially equal as to size, shape, weight, and balance and

27

as to all other characteristics that may control their

28

selection from the receptacle.

29

(b)

Prior to commencement of any bingo session, the

30

member in charge shall cause a ver1=1cat1on to be made of all

31

ob Jects to be placed in the receptacle and shall inspect the
5
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l

obJects in the presence of a disinterested person to ensure

2

that all obJects are present and that there are no

3

duplications or omissions of numbers on the obJects

4

player shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers

5

before, during, and after a session
(c)

6

The card or sheet on which the game is played

7

shall be part of a de�k, group, or series, no two of which may

8

be alike in any given game
(d)

9

10

All numbers shall be visibly displayed after being

drawn and before being placed in the rack

11

(e )

A bona fide bingo shall consist of a predesignated

12

arrangement of numbers on a card or sheet that correspond with

13

the numbers on the objects drawn from the receptacle and

14

announced.

15

rack may not be recognized as a bingo
(f)

16

Errors in numbers announced or misplaced in the
When a caller has started to vocally announce a

17

number, he shall complete the call.

18

obtained a bingo on a previous number, such player will share

19

the prize with the player who gained bingo on the last number

20

called,

21

(g)

I! any player has

Numbers on the winning c ards or sheets shall be

22

announced and verified in the presence of another player

23

player shall be entitled at the time �he winner is determined

24

to call for a verification of numbers drawn

25

shall be in the presence of the member designated to be 1n

26

charge of the occasion or, if such person is also the caller,

27

in the presence of an officer of the licensee.

28

(h)

Any

The verification

Upon determining a winner, the caller shall ask,

29

"Are there any other winners '> "

If no one replies, the caller

30

shall declare the game closed

No other player is entitled to

31
6

l

share the prize u�less he has declared a bingo prior to this

2

announcet'lent

3

Any
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(1)

Seats may not be held or �eserved by �n

4

organization or person involved in the conduct of any bingo

5

game for players not present, nor may any cards be set aside,

6

held, or reserved from one session to another for any player

7

ill.J_f!!7

Any organization or other person who

8

willfully and knowingly violates any provision of this section

9

1s guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as

10

provided in s

775 082 or s

775 083

Fo"C a second or

11

subsequent offense, the argan1zat10� or other person 1s guilty

12

of a felony of the third degree, punishable as pro·nded in s

13

775.082, s

14

775.083, or s

Section 2,

775 084

This act shall ta�e effect October 1, 198�

15
16
17

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 11.I

18

1. Defines ncharitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organ1zat1ons n
19.20
as organizations which have been 1n existence for at least three
years, which are exempt from taxation under the Internal Reve�ue
21 Code, and which are engaged 1n certain charitable endeavors,
22

2. Requires organizations that conduct bingo to be located 1n
the same county or within a 15 mile radius of where the game 1s
23 played.
24 3. Requires an organization sponsoring bingo to designate a
member who will be present during the game, and to post notice of
25 the name of the organ1zat1on and the designated member at the
game location.
26 4. Provides that property leased for conducting bingo for not
less than one year by a nonprofit, charitable, or veterans'
27 organization will not have to be leased full time, provided it 1s
only leased to one such organization during that t1�e period for
28 the purpose of conducting bingo.
29
JO
31

7
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Florida House of Representatives - 1984

CS/HB 210

By Cormnttee on Regulated Industries & Licensing and Representatives
Deratany. Crotty, and Healey

A bill to be entitled

1

--�-�•
�---�
�-••
.

u

wn

2

An act relating to bingo; aMend1ng s. 849.093,

3

F.S., def1n1ng the term ncharitable, nonprofit,

4

or veterans' organ1zat1ons"; requiring such

5

organ1zat1ons involved 1n the conduct of or

�,
�

6

sponsoring any b1ngo game to be located 1n the

c�

7

county or within a 15-mile radius of where the

8

game is located; requiring a sponsoring

9

organ1zat1O� to designate a member who will be

10

present at the sponsored bingo game; requ1r1ng

11

posting of notice of sponsoring organ12ation

�:;;
�o a
o,

u -

�5

c w
>�

:;;o

,

�E
; E

m�

- 0

12

and designated member; l1m1t1ng the number of

13

days du1·1ng wn1ch bingo games may be conaucted

14

at any one locat1on to 2 days per �eek;

15

providing an effective date.

E C

16

o;;

17
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Fl0r1da:

18
19

Sect10n 1

20

amended to read:

21

ei9.093

Section B'i9.093, F:or1da Statutes, is
Charitable, nonprofit

or veterans'

organ1zat1ons; certain endea-,ors permitted

0�

22

� m

23

(1)

As used in this section·

24

(a)

"Bingo game" means and refers to the act1v1ty

� C

25

commonly knovn as "bingo" ,,,.herein participants pay a sum of
When the game

26

money for the use of one or more bingo cards.

27

commences, numbers are dra,,,.n by chance, one by one, and

28

announced.

29

b1�go cards vh1ch they have purchased until a player receives

30

a given order of numbers 1n sequence that has been

31

preannounced for that particular game.

The players cover or mark those numbers on the

This player calls out
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"bingo" and is declared the winner of a predetermined prize.
2

More than one game may be played upon a bingo card, and

l. 23

3

numbers called for one game may be used for a succeeding game

l. 24

4

or games.

5

(bl

"Bingo card" means and refers to tl1e flat piece of

paper or thin pasteboard employed by players engaged 1n the

l. 2 6

7

game of bingo.

l:lus

8

playing numbers printed on 1t.

9

range from 1 through 75, incl1.1s1ve

The bingo card shall have not less than 2�
These playing numbers shall

l. 28

Mure than one set of

l. 29

bingo numbers way be printed on ary stngle piece of paoer

l. 31

11

"ObJects'' means a set of 75 balls ur other

12

prec1s1on snapes that are 1mpr1nted wtth letters and numbers

13

in suc l- a wa1 that nu'11bers l tl"roug

1

l. 31
1. 33

15 are m.Jrh.ed with the

letter "B, " numbers 16 through 30 are marked �1th the letter
15

"I," numoers 31 through �5 are mar�ed with the letter "N,"

16

numbers 46 through 60 are marked ,nth the let"er "G," and

17

numbers 61 thr:iugh '5 are marked wtth tne lette:- "O

18
19
20
21

\d)

are placed after being drawn and announced
< el

24
25

nReceptacle" meaps the container from which the

obJects are drawn or eJected.

22
23

"Rack" means the container in wn1ch the OhJects

1 : qq
1. 36
1. 38
l. 38
1. 4 0
l. 41
1.42

''Session'' means a des1g�<lted set of games played

1 43

1n a day or part of a day.
(q)

"Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

organ1zat1ons'' means any organization which has gual1f1ed for

l:lus
1.45

26

exemption from federal income tax as an exemot organization

27

under the provisions of Section 501/c) of the Internal Revenue

1.46

28

Code of 1954, which 1s engaged 1n charitable, civic,

l.<l7

29

co'lllllun1ty, ben evolent, rel1q1ous, or scholas�ic works ot other

30

similar act1vit"es

31

for a period of 3 years or more.

and w�ich has been 1n existence a,d active

l.�8
1.49

2
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(2)

None of the prov1s1ons of this chapter shall be

construed to proh1b1t or prevent charit able

3

veterans' organ1zat1ons engaged 1n charitable, c1v1c,

4

community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other

5

s1m1lar activ1t1es, which organ1zat1ons have been 1n existence

6

and active for a period of 3 years or more, from conducting

7

bingo games or-9tte�t-9emes, provided the entire proceeds

8

derived from the conduct of such ga'!'les, less actual bus1ness

1.25

6

10

1
2

9

nonprof1t� or

expenses for articles designed for and essential to the

10

operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, are donated by such

11

organ1zat1ons to the endeavors mentioned above.

12

shall the net proceeds from the conduct of such games be used

13

for any other purpose whatsoever.

14

the conduct of bingo ga�es shall not be considered

15

solic1tat1on of public donations.

16

( 3)

l

In no case

The proceeds derived from

1.:

l.S
l.L
l.t,
l.f
l. b
1.'

If an organ1z at1on 1s not engaged 1n efforts of

1. 6

17

the type set out above, its right to conduct bingo er-9tlest

1. 6

18

games hereunder shall be cond1t1oned upon the return of all

1. 6

19

the proceeds from such games to the players 1n the form o f

1. 7

20

prizes.

21

1 7

a bingo or-9tte�t game 1s allowed to be played under this

If at the conclusion of play on any day during which

22

section there remain proceeds which have not been paid out as

1. 7

23

prizes, the charitable, nonprofit

l.7L

24

conducting the game shall at the next scheduled day of play

1. 7:

25

conduct bingo or-gtlest games �1thout any charge to the players

l.7E

26

and shall continue to do so until the proceeds c arried over

l. r:

27

from the previous days played have been exhausted.

1 7,

2~

prov1s1on 1n no way extends the l1m1tat1on on the nUI'lber of

29

prize or Jackpot games allowed in one� nt9flt as p1ov1ded

1. r

30

for in s1..bsect1on (5).

l. Bl

31

or veterans' organ1zat1on

This

3
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The number of days per week during which

{4)

1

2

orgar1zat1ons authorized hereunder may conduct bingo or-9tle9t

3

games shall not exceed two.

4

dur1nq which bingo games may be conducted at any one location

5

shall be limited to 2 days per week.
(5)

6
8

than three Jackpots in any one session of bingo
(6)
(7)

2. 3

4

�11 other game pr"zes shall not exceed $50.

Each person 1n\olved in the conduct of any bingo

Bingo or-9tle�t games shall be held only on the

(a)

Property owned oy the charitable, nonpr of1t.,____Q£

(b)

Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or

6

veterans' ehartty-or organization that will benefit by the

2.6

7

proceeds;
(c)

Property leased ftlll-ttme for a period of not less

than l year by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

2.
2.

2.11

11

or9antzatton-t�at-wtll-beneftt-by-the-proeeed�;

13

organ1zat1on 1s located ard a bona fide member of the

2 14

13

charitable, nonprofit

14

ccga�1zat1on sponsor1ng such game and may not be compensated

14

qtlaltfted-tlnder this section; or

15

1� any waf for operation of su�n bingo er-�tle9t game.

16

bingo game is sponsored by a charitable, nonprofit, or

17

·1eterans' organ1zat1on, the sponsoring organizat1on shall be

18

regu:red to designate a member of that organization who shall

19

be present during the entire session at which the sponsored

2.18

19

20

�ganes are conducted.

2.19

20

21

oe resoons1ble for posting a notic e, which states the name of

l:lus
2. 1 7

15

(d)

(e)

2.

Property owned by and leased from another
or veterans' organization as defined, 112

Property owned by a mun1c1pality or a county when

16

the governing authority has, by appropriate ordinance or

17

resolution, specifically authorized the use of such property

2.

18

for the c onduct of such games.

21

{ll)fl9t

Each bingo game shall be conducted 1n
2

accordance with the following rules:
(a)

The obJects, whether drawn or eJected, shall be

t�e sponsoring organ1zat1on and the designated member, 1n a

2.20

22

consp�cuous place on the premises at �h1ch the session 1s

2. 21

23

as to all other characteristics that may control their

24

held

24

selection from the receptacle.

organization involved 1n the conduct of or sponsoring any

27

bingo game must be located 1n the county or w1th1n a 15-mile

28

radius of �here the bingo game 1s located.

29
30

i...1..lJB+

No one under 18 years of age shall be o.llowed

essentially equal as to size, shape, weight, and balance and

25

2.23

26

member 1n charge shall cause a verification to be made of all

27

obJects to be placed in the receptacle and shall inspect the

2.24

28

obJects 1n the presence of a disinterested person to ensure

2.26

29

that all obJects are present and that there are no

to play

30

(b)

2.
2.
2.

1: lus

ll

2.
2.

23

26

2
2.

�2

Every charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

2

organization the-nonproftt-or9antzatton-or-by-the-�hartty-or

9

12

(8)

2,

10

2.13

25

2

2.10

2.8

o�-9tle9t game must be a resident of the community where the

The sponso,1nq orqan1zat1on shall

2

veterans' organization;

12

When a

2

following premises:

2.'

8

There shall be �o more than three Jackpots on any

one day of play.

11

3

No Jackpot shall exceed the value of $250 1n

actual money or its equivalent, and there shall be no more

9

2

5

7

10

1. 84
1: lus

In add1t1on 1 the number of days

(lO)f9t

Prior to commencement of any bingo session, the

duplications or om1ss1ons of numbers on the obJects,

'·

,.

2.

2.
Any

2.

31
5
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game for players not present, nor may any cards be set aside,

player shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers
2

(c)

3

The card or sheet on which the game is played

shall be part of a deck, g roup, or series, no two of which may

5

be alike 1n any given game.
(d)

7
9

All numbers shall be v1s1bly displayed after being

drawn and before being placed in the rack.
(e)

5

1s guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as

2

2.54

6

provided 1n s. 775.082 or s

7

subsequent offense, the organ1zat1on or other person 1s guilty

2

8

of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

2

9

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

2.56

announced.

12

rack ma1 not be recognized as a bingo.

Errors 1n numbers an�,uun_ed or misplaced in the

2 58
2.59

When a caller has started to vocally announce a

13

rumber, he shall complete the call.

15

obtained a bingo on a previous number, such player wrll share

16

the prize w1th the player who gained bingo on the last number

17

called.

I g)

2. 59

If any player has

1'

18

2

arrangement of numbers on a card or sheet that correspond with

11

2.61

Numbers on the winning cards or sheets shall be

2.62
2.63

19

announced and ver1f1ed 1n the presence of another player.

20

player shal� be entitled at the time the winner 1s determined

21

to call for a verif1cat1on of numbers drawn.

22

s�all be 1n the presence of the member designated to be 1n

23

charge of the occasion or, if such person 1s also the caller,

2.67

24

in the presence of an officer of the licensee.

2.68

25

lh)

Any

The ver1f1cat1on

Upon determ1n1ng a winner, the caller shall ask,

2.64
2.66

2.68

26

''Are there any other w1nrers ? "

If no one replies, the caller

2.70

'7

shall declare the game closed.

No other player 1s entitled to

2. 71

'8

share the prize unless he has declared a bingo prior to this

'9

announcement

,0

Seats may not be held or reserved by an
organ1zat1on or person involved 1n the conduct of any bingo

2. 72
2.72
2.73

6
CODING: Words strteken are deletions; Yards underlined are additions

Any organ1zat1on or other person who

willfully and knowingly violates any prov1s1on of this section

2.55

the numbers on the obJects drawn from the receptacle and

J..illfll�

4

2. 55

10

held, or reserved from one session to another for any player.

2.53

A bona fide bingo shall consist of a predesignated

8

3

2. 52

4
6

2

2. 52

before, during, and after a session,

2

10

Section 2.

775.083.

For a second or

Th1s act shall take effect October 1, 198�.

11
12
l3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
7
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I.

SUMMARY
A.

Present Situation

B.

Effect on Present Situation
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/3M

The conduct of bingo games by veterans', charitable and
nonprofit organizations in existence for at least 3 years
is exempt from the general prohibition on gambling bys.
849,093. That section allows veterans' and nonprofit
organizations engaged in various charitable endeavors to
conduct bingo games, deducting only actual business
expenses, with the proceeds to be used only for those
stated charitable activities. Other nonprofit groups, not
engaged in charitable activities, are allowed to conduct
bingo games upon the condition that all proceeds are
returned to the players as prizes.
The bill requires all bingo cards to have not less than 24
playing ·numbers, which must range from 1 through 75.

"Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organizations" are
defined to mean organizations which have been-in existence
for at least 3 years, which are exempt from taxation under
the Internal Revenue Code, and which are engaged in
certain charitable endeavors.
References to guest games, an undefined phrase used
inconsistently throughout s. 849.093, are deleted.

The bill requires organizations that conduct bingo games
to be located in the same county or within a 15-mile
radius of where the game is played.

The bill requires an organization which sponsors a bingo
game to designate organization members who will be present
throughout the game, and to post notice of the sponsoring
organization's name and the designated members' names at
the game location. Persons regularly involved in the

Page 2
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conduct of bingo games are prohibited from playing bingo
at that location.
The bill limits the premises at which bingo may be
conducted.
Legislative intent states that no charitable, nonprofit,
or veterans organization shall serve as a sponsor of a
bingo game conducted by another, but shall only be
directly involved in the conduct of the game.
The current exception to the gambling prohibition provided
for amusement games is moved from chapter 849 (gambling
law) to a newly created chapter 512.
II.

PRIVATE SECTOR/STATE/LOCAL FISCAL IMPACT
A.

Private Sector Impact

The bi l l should have a negative fiscal impact upon private
persons who presently use the exemption for charitable
organizations as a means for operating for-p rofit bingo
halls. It should help ensure that monies generated from
bingo operatio n s are either returned to the players in the
form of prizes or paid to the charitable organization
sponsoring the bingo games,
B.

State Fiscal Impact

No ne

c.

Local Fiscal Impact

None
II I .

COMMENTS
None

IV.

AMENDMENTS - None

Prepared by:---==B�i�l�le......cR�y=a�n'------------
Staff Director:-=B�i�l�l=--R=y�a�n'-----------
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BILL NO. AND SPONSOR:

SB 317 by
Senator Vogt

SUMMARY:
A.

Present Situation:

Section 849.093, Florida Statutes, is an exception to the
general prohibition of gambling 1n Chapter 849 in that 1t
authorizes bingo games by nonprofit or veterans' organizations
engaged in charitable, community, religious, or scholastic
activities. To qualify for this exception, these organizations
must have been in existence for at least three years and all
proceeds from the games, less actual business expenses, must be
donated to these stated charitable activities. Other nonprofit
groups, not engaged in charitable activities, can conduct bingo
games if all the proceeds are returned to the players as
prizes.
Currently, there is no definition in this section of
"charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organizations." There is,
however, a provision that requires each person involved in the
conduct of any bingo or guest game to be a resident of the
community where the organization is located.

B.

u

reproduced by
F"LORIDA STATE ARC
HIVES

Bingo can only be held on premises that: are owned by
nonprofit organizations, leased full time for not less than one
year by nonprofit organizations, owned by and leased from other
nonprofit organizations, or owned by a county or municipality
that has authorized the property for such use.
Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill would now provide a definition of "charitable,
nonprofit, or veterans' organizations", which would include
organizations which qualify for exemption from federal income
tax under the Internal Revenue Code. The terms "charitable and
veterans'' would be added throughout the bill wherever there was
reference to "nonprofit organizations." These organizations
involved in conducting bingo would have to be located in the
community where the game was held and have been in existence
and active for at least three years.
Bingo would still be required to be held on the same types of
premises, except that property leased for not less than one
year by the nonprofit, charitable, or veterans' organizations
would not have to be leased full time, nor would the property
leased from another such organization have to be owned by that
organization.

The bill would require all bingo cards to not have less than 24
playing numbers printed on them, ranging from 1 through 75,
inclusive. Finally, SB 317 would delete the reference to
"guest games", an undefined teem used throughout section
849.093, F.S.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:
A.

Public:

The fiscal impact is indeterminable because it is unknown to
what extent, 1f any, that the inclusion of the specific
definition of "charitable" organizations would expand or narrow
the number of organizations currently authorized to conduct
bingo.
B.

Government:

None.

III.

COMMENTS:
None.

IV.

AMENDMENTS:
None.
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BILL NO. AND SPONSOR:

SUBJECT:
Bingo

CS/SB 317 by
Senator Vogt

..:;uMMARY:

A.

Present Situat10�:
Section 849.093, Florida Statutes, is an exception to the
general prohibition of gambling in Chapter 849 in that 1t
authorizes bingo games by nonprofit or veterans' organizations
engaged 1n charitable, community, rel1g1ous, or scholastic
activ1t1es. To qualify for this exception, these organ1zat1ons
must have been 1n existence for at least three years and all
proceeds from the games, less actual business expenses, must be
donated to these stated charitable act1v1ties. Other nonprofit
groups, not engaged in charitable activities, can conduct bingo
games if all the proceeds are returned to the players as
prizes.
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1. JCR

ACTION

3.

3.

I•

REFERENCE

STAFF DIRECTOR

Currently, there is no definition in this section of
"charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organizations.'' There is,
however, a provision that requires each person involved in the
conduct of any bingo or guest game to be a resident of the
community where the organization is located.

3"'11

Bingo can only be held on premises that: are owned by
nonprofit organizations, leased full time for not less than one
year by nonprofit organizations, owned by and leased from other
nonprofit organizations, or owned by a county or municipality
that has authorized the property for such use.
B.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
The bill would now provide a definition of "charitable,
nonprofit, or veterans' organizations", which would include
organizations which qualify for exemption from federal income
tax under the Internal Revenue Code, which have been in
existence for at least 3 years, and which are engaged in
certain charitable endeavors. The terms ''charitable and
veterans" would be added throughout the bill wherever there was
reference to "nonprofit organizations." These organizations
involved in conducting bingo would have to be located in the
county or within a 15 mile radius of where the game was held
and have been in existence and active for at least three years.
The bill would require an organization sponsoring a bingo game
to designate a member who would be present during the game and
to post notice of the name of the organization and the
designated member at the game location.
Bingo would still be required to be held on the same types of
premises, except that property leased for not less than one
year by the nonprofit, charitable, or veterans' organizations
would not have to be leased full time, provided the property
was only leased to one such organization during that time
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period for the purpose of conducting bingo. Nothing would
preclude the leasing of such property for other purposes
besides bingo during that time period.
The bill would require all bingo cards to not have less than 24
playing numbers printed on them, ranging from 1 through 75,
inclusive. F1nally, SB 317 would delete the reference to
"guest games", an undefined term used throughout section
849.093, F.S.
II.

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:
A.

Public:
The fiscal impact 1s indeterminable because 1t is unknown to
what extent, 1f any, that the inclusion of the specific
definition of "charitable" organizations would expand or narrow
the number of-organizat1ons currently authorized to conduct
bingo.

B.

Government:
None.

III.

COMMENTS:
None.

IV.

AMENDMENTS:
None.
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REVISED:

May 1, 1984

DATE:

March 2, 1984

BILL NO. CS/SB 317
Page _1_

SENATE STAFF ANALYSIS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
*************************************************************** **
NOTE: This analysis reflects the nature of the bill as it left
the Committee on Judiciary-Criminal. Any further changes to the
bill are not included in this analysis. See the "Comments"
section for the final procedural action taken by the Legislat ure.
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3.

Bingo
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3.

CS/SB 317 by
Senator Vogt

Present Situation:
Section 849.093, Florida Statutes, is an exception to the
general prohib1t1on of gambling 1n Chapter 849 in that it
authorizes bingo games by nonprofit or veterans' organizations
engaged in charitable, community, religious, or scholastic
activities. To qualify for this exception, these organizations
must have been in existence for at least three years and all
proceeds from the games, less actual business expenses, must be
donated to these stated charitable activities. Other nonprofit
groups, not engaged in charitable activities, can conduct bingo
games if all the proceeds are returned to the players as
prizes.
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Currently, there is no definition in this section of
''charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organizations." There is,
however, a provision that requires each person involved in the
conduct of any bingo or guest game to be a resident of the
community where the organization is located.
Bingo can only be held on premises that: are owned by
nonprofit organizations, leased full time for not less than one
year by nonprofit organizations, owned by and leased from other
nonprofit organizations, or owned by a county or municipality
that has authorized the property for such use.
B.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
The bill would now provide a definition of ''charitable,
nonprofit, or veterans' organizations", which would include
organizations which qualify for exemption from federal income
tax under the Internal Revenue Code, which have been in
existence for at least 3 years, and which are engaged 1n
certain charitable endeavors. The terms "charitable and
veterans" would be added throughout the bill wherever there was
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reference to ttnonprofit organizations." These organizations
involved in conducting bingo would have to be located in the
county or within a 15 mile radius of where the game was held
and have been in existence and active for at least three years.
The bill would require an organization sponsoring a bingo game
to designate a member who would be present during the game and
to post notice of the name of the organ1zat1on and the
designated member at the game location�
Bingo would still be required to be held on the same types of
premises, except that property leased for not less than one
year by the nonprofit, charitable, or veterans' organizations
would not have to be leased full time, provided the property
was only leased to one such organization during that time
period for the purpose of conducting bingo. Nothing would
preclude the leasing of such property for other purposes
besides bingo during that time period.
The bill would require all bingo cards to not have less than 24
playing numbers printed on them, ranging from l through 75,
inclusive. Finally, SB 317 would delete the reference to
"guest games", an undefined term used throughout section
849.093, F.S.
II.

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND FISCAL NOTE:
A.

Public:
The fiscal impact is indeterminable because it is unknown to
what extent, if any, that the 1nclusion of the specific
definition of ''charitable" organizations would expand or narrow
the number of organizations currently authorized to conduct
bingo.

B.

Government:
None.

III.

COMMENTS:
Final Update: On June 1, 1984, CS/HB 210 was substituted for CS/SB
317. CS/HB 210 became law on June 19, 1984. Chapter 84-247, Laws
of Florida.

IV.

AMENDMENTS:
None.
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A bill to be entitled

1
2

An act relating to bingo; amending s. 849.093,

3

F.S., defining the term

4

or veterans' organizations"; requiring such

5

organizations involved 1n the conduct of or

6

sponsoring any bingo game to be located 1n the

7

community where the game is located; providing

8

11

charitable, nonprofit,

re rod L Ced hy
FLOR!O Sl ATE /",,RCHlVES
DEPA.R
OF ,ST\TE
R A

an effective date.

SPr1es

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11
12
13
14

15

Section 1.

Section 849.093, Florida Statutes, 1s

amended to read:
849.093

Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

organ1zationsi certain endeavors permitted.--

16

(1)

As used in this section:

17

(a)

"Bingo game" means and refers to the activity

18

commonly known as

19

money for the use of one or more bingo cards.

20

commences, numbers are drawn by chance, one by one, and

21

announced.

22

bingo cards which they have purchased until a player receives

23

a given order of numbers in sequence that has been

24

preannounced for that particular game.

25

"bingo" and is declared the winner of a predetermined prize.

26

More than one game may be played upon a bingo card, and

27

numbers called for one game may be used for a succeeding game

28

or games.

29

(b)

11

�,an

RAY 8UIL!''t1G

J..il/

Talbhass e, FL 32�SU 0�50

9
10

0

b1ngo 11 wherein participants pay a sum of
When the game

The players cover or mark those numbers on the

This player calls out

"Bingo card" means and refers to the flat piece of

30

paper or thin pasteboard employed by players engaged in the

31

game of bingo.

The bingo card shall have not less than 24
1

a-'

Carton
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These playing numbers shall

l

El_�ying numbers printed on it.

2

range from 1 through 75, inclusive.

3

bingo numbers may be printed on any single piece of paper.

4

( C)

11

More than one set of

0bJects 11 means a set of 75 balls or other

S

precision shapes that are imprinted with letters and numbers

6

in such a way that numbers 1 through 15 are marked with the

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

letter "B,
II

"

numbers 16 through 30 are marked with the letter

I I" numbers 31 through 45 are marked with the letter "N,

II

numbers 46 through 60 are marked with the letter "G., II and
numbers 61 through 75 are marked with the letter
( d)

11

"Q. II

Rack 11 means the container in which the objects

are placed after being drawn and announced.
(e)

11

Receptacle 11 means the container from which the

objects are drawn or ejected.
(f)

11

Session" means a designated set of games played

in a day or part of a day.
(q)

"Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans 1

18

organiza tions 11 means any organization which has qualified for

19

exemption from federal income tax as an exempt organization

20

under the provisions of Section SOl(c) of the Internal Revenue

21

Code of 1954.

22

23
24

(2)

None of the provisions of this chapter shall be

construed to prohibit or prevent charitable, nonprofitL or
veterans' organizations engaged in charitable, civic,

25

community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other

26

similar activities, which organizations have been in existence

27

and active for a period of 3 years or more, from conducting

28

bingo games e� �e5� game5, provided the entire proceeds

29

derived from the conduct of such games, less actual business

30

expenses for articles designed for and essential to the

31

operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, are donated by such
2
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l

organizations to the endeavors mentioned above.

2

shall the net proceeds from the conduct of such games be used

3

for any other purpose whatsoever.

4

the conduct of bingo games shall not be considered

5

s0�1citation of public donations.
(3)

6

In no case

The proceeds derived from

If an organization is not engaged in efforts of

7

the type set out above, its right to conduct bingo e� g1iee�

8

games hereunder shall be conditioned upon the return of all

9

the proceeds from such games to the players in the form of
If at the conclus1on of play on any day during which

10

prizes.

ll

a bingo e� g"des� game 1s allowed to be played under this

12

section there remain proceeds which have not been paid out as

13

prizes, the charitable, nonprofit or veterans' organization

14

conducting the game shall at the next scheduled day of play

15

conduct bingo e� f'!'des� games without any charge to the players

16

and shall continue to do so until the proceeds carried over

17

from the previous days played have been exhausted.

18

provision in no way extends the limitation on the number of

19

prize or jackpot games allowed in one day R�gR� as provided

20

for in subsection (5).

21

(4)

This

The number of days per week during which

22

organizations authorized hereunder may conduct bingo e� �es�

23

games shall not exceed two.

24

(5)

No Jackpot shall exceed the value of $250 in

25

actual money or its equivalent, and there shall be no more

26

than three jackpots in any one session of bingo.

27
28
29

(6)

There shall be no more than three Jackpots on any

one day of play.
(7)

All other game prizes shall not exceed $50.

Each person involved in the conduct of any bingo

30

e� g'des� game must be a resident of the community where the

31

organization is located and a bona fide member of the
3
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
l7
18
l9
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

organization sponsoring such game and may not be compensated
in any way for operation of such bingo e� gliee� game.
(8)

Every charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'

organization involved in the conduct of or sponsoring any
bingo game must be located in the community where the bingo
game is located.
No one under 18 years of age shall be allowed

filfB1
to play.
fillf97

Bingo er �e5t games shall be held only on the

following premises:
(a)

Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit�

veterans' organization;
(b)

Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or

veterans' eRa���y e� organization that will benefit by the
proceeds;

(c)

Property leased f�¼¼ �=�e for a period of not less

than 1 year by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'
organization �Re aea��ef�� e��aR�se��eR e� By �fie eRa���y e�
e��aB�Ba��e� �fla� wil± BeBei�� hy t...½e ��eeeea5;
(d)

Property ewBeS �� ahS leased from another

charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization as defined ln
�ai�£�e6 �aae� this section; or
(e)

Property owned by a municipality or a county when

the governing authority has J by appropriate ordinance or
resolution, specifically authorized the use of such property
for the conduct of such games.
J..illf±97

Each bingo game shall be conducted in

accordance with the following rules:
(a)

The obJects, whether dra•..m. or eJected, shall be

essentially equal as to size, shape, weight, and balance and

31
4
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as to all other characteristics that may control their

2

selection from the receptacle.

3

(b)

Prior to commencement of any bingo sessioni the

4

member in charge shall cause a verification to be made of all

5

objects to be placed in the receptacle and shall inspect the

6

objects in the presence of a disinterested person to ensure

7

that all objects are present and that there are no

8

duplications or omissions of numbers on the objects.

9

player shall be entitled to call for a verification of numbers

10

Any

before, during, and after a session.
(c)

11

The card or sheet on which the game is played

12

shall be part of a deck, group, or series, no two of which may

13

be alike in any given game.
(d)

14
15

All numbers shall be visibly displayed after being

drawn and before being placed in the rack.
(e)

16

A bona fide bingo shall consist of a predesignated

17

arrangement of numbers on a card or sheet that corresponds

18

with the numbers on the objects drawn from the receptacle and

19

announced.

20

rack may not be recognized as a bingo.
{f)

21

Errors in nwnbers announced or misplaced in the
When a caller has started to vocally announce a

22

number, he shall complete the call.

23

obtained a bingo on a previous number, such player will share

24

the prize with the player who gained bingo on t...�e last number

25

called.

26

(g)

If any player has

Numbers on the winning cards or sheets shall be

27

announced and verified in the presence of another player.

28

player shall be entitled at the time the winner is determined

29

to call for a verification of numbers drawn.

30

shall be in the presence of the member designated to be in

Any

The verification

31
5
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charge of the occasion or, if such person 1s also the caller,

2

1n the presence of an officer of the licensee.
(h)

3

Upon determining a winner, the caller shall ask,

4

"Are there any othe;r winners?"

If no one replies, the caller

5

shall declare the game closed.

No other player 1s entitled to

6

share the prize unless he has declared a bin go prior to this

7

announcement.
(i}

8
9

Seats may not be held or reserved by an

or ganization or person involved in the conduct of any bingo

10

game for players not present , nor shall any cards be set

11

aside, held, or reserved from one session to another for any

12

player.

13

D,llfHt

Any organization or other person who

14

willfully and knowingly violates any provision of this section

15

is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as

16

provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

17

subsequent offense, the organization or other person is guilty

18

of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

19

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

20

Section 2.

For a second or

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984.

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
6
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*****************************************

2

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

3
4
5
6
7
8

Amends current provisions of law with respect to bingo
to:
1. Define the term "charitable 1 nonprofit, or
veterans' organizat1on 11 to mean any organization which has
qualified for exemption from .federal income tax as an exempt
organization.
2. Require such organizations involved in the conduct
of or sponsoring any bingo game to be located in the
community where the game is located.
See bill for details.

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23

24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31

7
CODIHG· Words 1n ��type at• deletions from o:ut1n9 low; words underltned are odd 1 t1ons.

SENATE BILL No. 401
AN Acrconcemmg bingo, amendmg KS A 79-4708 and 79-4710 and KS A 1983
Supp 79-4701, 79-1703 and 79-4706 and repealing the eMsbng sections

Be tt enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas.

Sechon 1 K.S.A. 1983 Supp. 79-4701 is hereby amended to
read as follows 79-4701. As used m this act, each of the following
words and phrases shall have the following meaning unless the
context otherwise requires
{a) "Bmgo" means a game m which each participant must

pay a charge and a pnze or pnzes are awarded to the winner or

winners m which each participant receives one or more cards or
m which a card or cards are mcluded m a paper game program
booklet each of which 1s marked off mto 25 squares arranged in
five honzontal rows of five squares each and five vertical rows of
five squares each, with each square bemg designated by
number, letter or combmation of numbers and letters, and only
the center square designated w1th the word "free" with no two
cards bemg identical, with the pla) ers covering squares as the
operator of such game announces a number, letter or combma
hon of numbers and letters appeanng on an object selected by
chance, either manually or mech.mically from a receptacle m
which have been placed obj ects bcanng numbers, letters or
combmat1ons of numbers and letters correspondmg to the sys
tem used for des1gnatmg the squares, with the winner of each
game bemg the player or playe1s first propeily covenng a pre
deternuned and announced pattern of squares upon the card or a
card which 1s included in a paper game program booklet being
used by such player or players
(b) "Nonprofit rebg10us organ1zat10n" means any orgamza
tion, church, body of rnmmumcants, or group, gathered in com
mon membership for mutu,11 support and ed1ficatton m piety,
worslup, and religious observances, or a society of mdl\ i<luals
umted for rehg10us purposes at a defm1te place and of which no
part of the net eammgs mures to the benefit of any pnvate
shareholder or md1v1dual member of such organization, and
which rehg10us organization mamtams an established place of
worship withm this state and has a regular schedule of services
or meetings at least on a weekly basis and has been determmed
h)' the secretary of revenue to be organized and created as a bona
fide religious orgamzation and which has been exempted from
the payment of federal mcome taxes as provided by section
501(c)(3) or section S0l(d) of the federal mternal revenue code of
1954, as amended, or determined to be organized and operated
as a bona fide nonprofit religious organization b)' the secretary of
revenue.
(c) "Nonprofit charitable organization" means any orgamza
b.on which is orgamzed and operated for.
{l) The relief of poverty, distress, or other condition of public
concern within this state, or
(2) for financially supportmg the activities of a chantable
orgamzation as defined in paragraph (1), or
(3) for conferring duect benefits on the community at large,
and of which no part of the net earnmgs inures to the benefit of
any pnvate shareholder or md1v1dual member of such org,:m1za
t10n and has been determmed by the secretary of revenue to be
orgamzed and operated as a bona fide chantable organization
and which has been exempted from the pavment of federal
mcome taxes as provided by sect10ns 501(c)(3}, 501(c}(4),
50l(c)(5), 501(c)(6) and 50l(c)(7) of the feder.1! internal revenue
code of 1954, as amended, or determined to be orgamzed and
operated as a bona fide nonprofit charitable organization by the
secretary of revenue
(d) "Nonprofit fraternal orgamzat10n" means any org,rn1za
t10n w1thm this stite which exists for the common benefit,
brotherhood, or other mte1ests of its membe1s and is authonzed
by its \.\intten constitubon, charter, articles of mcorpor.1t1on or
bylaws to engage m a fraternal, civic or service purpose w1thm
this state and has been detenmned by the �ecretarv of revenue to
be orgamzed and operated as a bona fide fraternal orgamzat10n
and which has been €'\empted from the payment of federal

reprodured by
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mcome taxes as provided by section 501(c)(8} or section
501(c){l0) of the federal internal revenue code of 1954, as
amended, or determmed to be orgamzed and operated as a bona
fide nonprofit fraternal organization by the secretary of revenue.
{e) "Nonprofit educational organization" means any public
or pnvate elementary or secondary school or mstitutJ.on of higher
education which has been detennmed by the secretary of reve
nue to be organized and operated as a bona ftde educational
organizat10n and which has been exempted from the payment of
federal mcome taxes as provided by sect10n 50l(c){3) of the
federal mtemal revenue code of 1954, as amended, or deter
mined to be orgamzed and operated as a bona fide nonprofit
educat10nal orgamzat10n by the secretary of revenue.
(f) "Nonprofit veterans' organization" means any organiza
tion within this state or any branch, lodge, or chapter of a
national or state organization withm this state, the memberslnp
of which consists exclusively of individuals who qualify for
membership because they were or are members of the armed
services or forces of the United States, or an aux1hary umt or
society of such a nonprofit veterans' orgamzation the member
ship of which consists exclusively of md1v1duals who were or are
members of the armed services or forces of the United States, or
are cadets, or a1e spouses, widows or widowers of individuals
who were or are members of the armed services or forces of the
Umted States, and of which no part of the net eanungs mures to
the benefit of any pnvate shareholder or md1vidual member of
such organization, and has been detemuned by the secretary of
revenue to be organized and operated as a bona fide veterans'
organizat10n and which has been exempted from the payment of
federal rncome taxes as provided by section 50l{c)(4) or
501(c)(l9} of the federal internal revenue code of 1954, as
amended, or determined to be organized and operated as a bona
fide nonprofit veterans' organization by the secretary of revenue
(g) "Lessor" means the owner, co-owner, lessor or sublessor
of premises upon which a hcensee 1s penmtted to manage,
operate or conduct ga.mes ofbmgo, whether or not a wntten lease
has been entered mto and subnutted to the secretary of revenue
as required m subsection (c) of KS A. 79-4703 and amendments
thereto, and includes all political subd1v1s10ns and other public
agenc1es.
(h) "Premises" means any room, hall, building, enclosure or
outdoor area used for the management, operation or conduct of
a game of bingo.
Sec. 2. KS.A. 1983Supp 79-4703 is hereby amended to read
as follows 79-4703 (a) Any bona fide nonprofit rehg10us, cban
table, fraternal, educational or veteram.' orgamzation <lesmng to
manage, operate or conduct g.1mes of bmgo within the state of
Kansas may make application for a license theiefor m the m..mner
provided under this sechon Application for licenses required
under the provisions of this act shall be made to the secret..u·y of
revenue upon forms prepared by the secretary of revenue or the
secretary's des,gnee and shall contam
( 1) The name and address of the organizat10n,
(2) the particular place or location for which a l1ceme 1s
desired,
(3) a sworn statement venfymg that such organization 1� a
bona fide nonprofit religious, chantable, fraternal, educat10n<d or
veterans' orgamzat10n authonzed to operate within the state of
Kansas signed b)' the presidmg officer and secretary of the
orgamzat10n, and
(4) such other mformahon as may be required by the secre
tary of revenue.
(b) No bmgo license shall be issued to any bona fide non
profit religious, chantable, fratem.11, educ.. 1tion.1lor veterans'
organization 1f any of its officers, directors or officials or person,;
employed on the premises
(1) Has been convicted of, has pleaded gmlh to or pleaded
nolo contendere to a viol.:i.t1on of gambling 1.-iws of any state or the
gamblmg laws of the Umted States, or !)hall have forfeited bond
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to appear in court to answer charges for any such violation,
W½tftffi !he w;e ye<,£S immeelrntel)' j>H6f '6 lhe <lere ef st>eh
erga:fl:1:ea:hea's O:fJfJli.eotlea fer a t¼eefl-5e or has been convicted or

pleaded guilty or pleaded nolo contendere to the violation of
any law of this or any other state which is classed as a felony
under the laws of such state,

(2) at the b.me of application for renewal of a bingo license
issued hereunder would not be ehg1ble for such hcense upon a
first apphcabon.
(c) An application for a license reqmred under the provisions
of this act shall be accompanied by a fee of $25 and 1f such
organization 1s to conduct bingo on any leased premises, the
terms of the lease shall be reduced to wntmg and a copy of the
lease shall be submitted to the secretary of revenue The secre
tary of revenue shall have the power and authonty to approve or
disapprove any lease submitted. No lease, which has been ap
proved by the secretary of revenue, shall be amended, modified
or renewed in any manner untd such amendments, mod1flcations
or renewals of such lease have been approved by and are on file
with the secretary of revenue. NB ±eft5-e shat! htwe a remal ee5-!
ffiffl'e ,than the fa.tt: tl-tt-6 reaseHable remed-"rtl:ffie as deteFifHtte6 OJ'
the seeretaf)' e.f re,eaue ±ft tteeve-Af Sfl-El-1.l the i-elttfH- ee5-! f& aft)'
-..efl,,,;gee><eee<IW%eflheftcl�•oeeeelsf<>F"""1½5e$Slen
� pnymeri.t sf� tl-tt-6 t£HteS er the fa.tt: ffil-6 1easetmble rental
¥tl:tl±e 6etermineH ½' {1te see1ete.r} ef re,emi.e ffif ftflY � ef
ffifig&,- ,, }uche,•er ±5" the les-sei:, � well W% restnetrnn 5fttlll -he
wa-t¥e6: BY the sceretaF) H the restnetrnn wttt:tkl res-ult ffi a rental
&ffif}-Uffi subs�an�rnllr ffl-Wet #i-a-n -Hie ffiH' -8fi6 reasatwGle rett¼at
¥tl:tl±e tlS 8:ete1ffi1Hed e}' the see1etnr)' Afl.j' feftt � tflftl:
wlttelt ,s fat, -1 reosoeoble fo, ren!al ef a - feF !he
� ef HltlHogmg, �l+H-g er ceaelL1ehag � ef titfl-ge as
Eletermmeel by the -seeretttt=y e-f 1e, enue 5-fl-ftl.l ttet b-e �

No lease submitted to the secretary of revenue shall be approi,ed
unless.
(1) The rental cost of the prem2ses itself is fair and reason
able and, in no event, shall the rent charged for any session of
bingo exceed 50% of the net proceeds for the session after
payment of prizes and taxes or the fair and reasonable rental
value determined by the secretary of revenue, whichever 1s less
The rental costs so charged shall be substantiated to the secre
tary of rei,enue under rules and regulations adopted by the
secretary.
(2) Any costs additional to the costs under paragraph (1) of
this subsection (c) which are to be borne by the lessee shall
reflect the actual costs incurred by the lessor and shall first be
substantiated to the secretary of reuenue.
(3) No costs shall be borne by the lessee unless such costs are
enumerated m the lease submitted to the 5ecretary of reuenue.

Each license issued shall eApire at m1dmght on June 30 follow
mg 1ts date of issuance A licensee may hold only one license and
that license 1s valid for only one location. However, any licensee
may operate or conduct games of bmgo, not to e"<ceed five �<1ys
in any one year, at locations other than that specified m the
license and 1f any licensee does operate or conduct games of
bmgo under this pro..,. is10n at a location other than that specified
m the license, such licensee shall submit a written not1ficahon to
the secretary of revenue, at least three days pnor to operatmg or
conductmg bmgo at the change oflocahon No orgamzat10n shall
be issued a license to operate or conduct games of bmgo at any
location outside the county w1thm which such orgamz.1t10n 1s
located a:. reported m its apphcatron for hcensure pur:.uant to
subsection (a), nor shall any licensee operate or conduct games of
bmgo at any location outside the county w1thm which such
licensee is located L1censet> issued under the provisions of this
act shall not be transferred or assignable. If any orgamzat10n
licensed to play bmgo changes any of its officers, directors or
off1c1als dunng the tenn of its bingo license, suc.h orgamzat10n
shall report the names ,1nd addresses of such 111d1viduals to the
secretary of revenue immediately with the sworn statement of
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each such md1v1dual as required on forms furnished by the
secretary of revenue. No organization which denies its member
ship to persons for the reason of their race, color or physical
handicap, shall be granted or allowed to retain a license issued
under the authonty of this .:ict. E:\.cept for nonprofit adult care
homes licensed under the laws of the state of Kansas, no license
shall be issued to any organization under the prov1s10ns of this
act which has not been m existence contmuously w1thm the state
of Kansas for a penod of 18 months immediately preceding the
date of makmg application for a license The licensee shall
display the license m a prominent place m the v1cm1ty of the
area where 1t 1s to conduct bmgo.
(d) -Hem and alter :f,Htt,a,y ±, =, No lessor of premises
used for the management, operat10n or conduct of any games of
bmgo shall perrmt the management, operatrnn or conduct of
bmgo games on such premises unless and until such lessor has
made application for and has been issued a reg1strat10n certifi
cate by the secretary of revenue Application for registration
shall be accompanied by a fee m the amount of $2-5 $100 and
shall be made upon forms prescribed by the secretary and shall
contam.
(1) The name or names of the lessor of premises which will
be used for the management, operation or conduct of any games
of bmgo mcludmg, m the case of a corporation, partnership,
association, trust or other entity, the names of all md1viduals
having more than a 10% ownership mterest, either directly or
mdirectly m such entity,
(2) the address of such prenuses,
(3) the name or names of any and all organizations which will
manage, operate or conduct any games ofbmgo on such premises
durmg the period for which the reg1<;trahon certificate is valid,
(4) such other mforrnahon as may be required by the secretary.
(e) Each registration certificate, or renewal thereof, issued
under the prov1s1om of subsection (d) shall C\.pue at midmght on
June 30 following its date of issuance. The certific.ite of regis
tration shall be vahd for only one premises and shall be promin
ently displayed m the registered premises,
(fJ The secretary of revenue shall not issue a registratJOn
certificate for any premises if any individual who is connected
in any way, directly or indirectly, with the owner or lessor of the
premises has, within five years prior to registration, been con
victed of or pleaded guilty or nolo contenderc to any felony or
illegal gambling activity or purchased a ta-c stamp for wagering
or gamblmg activity.
ec. 3. K.S A 1983 Supp 79-4706 is hereby amended to read
allows. 79-4706. Games of bmgo managed, operated or can
ted by orgamzat10ns licensed under the prov1S1om of this act
shall be managed, operated or conducted subJect to rules and
regulations adopted by the secretary of revenue and the followmg restnchons
(a) The entire gross receipts received by any such org.miz.i
tion from the operat10n or conduct of games of bmgo, e.....cept that
portion utilized for the payment of the cost of pnzes and llcen:.e
fees and taxes imposed under the prov1s10ns of this act, shall be
used e>.clus1vely for the lawful purpose:, of the orgamz.'l.hon
pernutted to conduct that game,;-.
(b) No person e"cept a bona fide member or spouse of a bona
fide member of the sponsoring orgamzat10n or parent orgamza
t10n or an auuliary unit or society of such spomoring orgamza
b.on may part1c1pate m the management, conduct or operat10n uf
-Ht€- ga-m-e-;, any game of bingo
(c) No lessor, any employee of any such lessor or any em
ployee, officer or shareholder of a for profit corporat10n \vh1ch 1s
the lessor, shall play any game of bmgo on premises leased bv
any such lessor or shall be responsible for or assist m the
management, operat10n or conduct of any game of bingo on such
premises;
(d) No person may partlc1pate m the management, conduct or
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operation of bmgo games if such person, w1thm five years pnor
to such part1cipatlon, has been convicted of, fl-&& F1lea8:cd gtttHy
te -8f ti1eaded neffl 60't<ltend:er=e -te tffl7' illegal gamblmg �
ft&5- fll:l:reflased a trut- � fut wagenag & gambling � er
ftt\-5- � can,1eteel ,ef ftftY � or pleaded guilty or nolo
contendere to any felony or illegal gambling activity or pt.tr�
chased a tax stamp for wagering or gambling activity
(e) No person may receive any remuneration or profit for
partictpahng m the management, conduct or operatrnn of tee
game, any game of bwgo
(f) The aggregate value of all pnzes mcludmg the retail value
of all merchandise awarded or offered by any such organization
ffi on any single day to wmners of games of bmgo shall not
exceed $1,20�, and any pnze awarded tn cash of $100 or more
shall be paid by a check drawn on the bingo trust bank account
of the licensee
(g) The total number of games managed, operated or con
ducted by any licensee m any one day shall not exceed 25 and
not more than five of such games shall be jackpot or special
games and not more than one licensee may conduct bingo games
at a g1ven heeHsed location or registered premises in any one
calendar day;
(h} The pnze awarded m any one regular game shall not
exceed $50 m cash or 1ts equivalent and such pnze m any one
Jackpot or special game shall not e;,.ceed $500 in ca'5h or its
eqmvalent The retail value of any merchandise received by a
wmner of a bingo game shall be considered as the cash value for
the purposes of determming the value of the pnzct
(1} The charge made for a single card to play m games other
than jackpot or special games shall net: � be B $.50 and
such card shall be vahd for all regular games conducted or
operated by the licensee on welt a part1cular day, the charge
made for a smgle card to play m any smgle Jackpot or special
game shall 'fte! � be -$-1 $ 50-; the ti-Se e.f. Paper game
program booklets with multiple bmgo cards pnnted on the pages
thereof 5fl6-ll :ae al+ewetl are permitted so long as the charge
made for a regular game program booklet de-es fie-I:
1s �
$.50, except that the charge for such game program booklet may
be increased by an amount -ttet c weedrng of U $.50 for each
single jackpot or special game m the game program booklett
(J) Games of bmgo shall not be managed, operated or con�
ducted by any 5-aeft licensee � 011 more than two calendar
days m any one week-:-.
(k) All licenses issued under the prov1s10ns of this act shall
be issued in the name of the orgamzat10n licensed-:-.
(]) Each lJCensee shall keep a record of all bmgo games
managed, operated or conducted by 1t for a penod of three years
following the date the game 1s managed, operated or conductedt
(m) No person under the age of 18 years shall participate m
the management, operabon or conduct of ,.u1y game of bmgo
managed, operated or conducted 9;' ft-ftY erge:1t1�a:ttefl heensed
under the prov1S1ons of this actt
(n) A lessor of premises used for the management, oper.1tlon
or conduct ofbmgo or a hcensee may not advertise brngo games
except to the extent and m the manner prescribed by the rules
and regulat10ns adopted by the secretary of revenue, a.nd any
advert1sementof any bmgo game by or on beh.1Jf of such lessor or
licensee shall specify the orgamzab.on ·which 1s managing,
operahng or cohducbng the bingo game;
(o) No lessor of premises used for the management, operation
or conduct of any games of bmgo or any licensee shall offer J.n
opportunity to parhc1pate m a game of chance, drawmg, contest,
door pnze, game, test of skill, lottery or any s1m1lar activity as an
inducement to participate rn games of bmgo nor as a bingo pnze
or prehmmary to the awardmg of a bmgo pnze;
(p) No licensee shall manage, operate or conduct bmgo on
any lea::.ed premises or with leased eqmpment unless all of the
terms and cond1tions of rental or use, mdudrng the rent,,! of
chaus, bingo equipment, tables, Ba.bys1Her:,, secunty gu,.1,rds,

en-eeee
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Janitor service or any other services, are set forth in a lease
submitted, approved and on file with the secretary of revenue

(q) No premises shall be used for the management, operation
or conduct of bingo games on more than three calendar days in
any one week.
(r) No premises shall be subdivided to provide multiple
premises where games of bingo are managed, operated or con
ducted, whether or not the multiple premises have different
addresses.
(s) No game of bingo shall be managed, operated or con
ducted on leased premises if at any time during the immediately
preceding 44 hours the premises, or any premises within 1,000
feet of them, have been used for the management, operation or
conduct of a game of bingo.
(t) Euery licensee who has gross receipts of $1,000 or more
received from participation n1 games, admisrion fees or charges
and from any other source directly related to the operation or
conduct of any bingo games in any calendar month shall main
tain a bingo trust bank account mto which all such receipts are
deposited daily and from which all pavments are made relating
to the management, operation or conduct of anv bingo games,
except payment of pnzes of less than $100. Having once es
tablished such bingo trust bank account, the licensee shall
continue to make deposits of all receipts therein Every licen�ee
shall notify the secretary of revenue of the name of the bank in
which the bingo trust bank account is maintained, together with
the number and name of the account Every licemee who maiu
tams a bingo trust bank account shall maintain a complete
record of all deposits and withdrawals from such bank account
and the same shall be available to the secretary of revenue or the
secretary's agentc; or investigators to audit at any reasonable
time.
(u) The record� required under subsection (t) are m addition
to all other recorITT required to be kept by the licensee by statute
or rules and regulations. The records required by subsection (t)
shall be maintained m the same place as all other records
required to be kept by the licensee

New Sec. 4 (a) For the purpose of ascertammg the correct
ness of any return or for the purpose of detenmnmg the receipts
and payments of any licensee, the secretary of revenue shall
have power to examine, or cause to be exanuned by any agent or
representative designated by the secretary for that purpose, any
books, papers, records or memoranda, beanng upon the matters
required to be mcluded m the records of the licensee, .i.nd may
require the attendance of the licensee m the county where the
licensee resides, or where the locatrnn or registered p,emises for
bmgo games are located, or of any person havmg knowledge
relating to such records, and may take testunony and reqtnre
proof of such person or persons
(b) The secretary of revenue may 1srne subpoenas to compel
access to or for the production of such books, papers, record.<, or
memoranda m the custody of or to which the licensee has access,
or to compel the appearance of such persons, and m.i.y issue
mterrogatones to any such person to the �ame e\tent and subJect
to the same hm1tat10ns as would apply if the subpoena or mter
rogatones were i.<,sued or served m aid of a civil action m the
d1stnct court. The secretary or an agent or representative desig
nated b; the secretary for th.1t purpose mav admw1ster oaths and
take depos1t10ns to the same extent and subJect to the s.:i.me
hm1tatwns as would apply if the deposit.J.on was maid of a c1v1l
action m the d1stnct court. In case of the refmal of any person to
comply with any subpoena or mterrogatory or to testify to any
matter regarding v., h1ch such person may be lawfully questioned,
the d1:,,tnct court of any county may, upon application of the
secretary, order such person to comply with such subpoena or
mterrogatorv or to testify Failure to obey the court's order ma;
be punished by the court as contempt. Subpoenas or mterroga
tones issued under the prov1S1ons of this sectrnn may be served
upon 1nd1v1du,1.ls and corporatwns m the manner provided in
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K S A. 60-30-1 and amendments thereto for the �erv1ce of proce!.s
by any officer authonzed to serve subpoenas in c1v1l act10ns or by
the secretary of revenue or an agent or representative designated
by the secretary
Sec, 5. K.S.A 79-4708 1s hereby amended to read as follows.
79-4708 The admrm�tratwn of th1s act shall be vested m the
secretary of revenue who shall htwef}&Wef' W adopt and enfmce
rules and regulations to regulate, license, and tax the manage
ment, operation and conduct of games of bmgo and participants
therein and to properly adm1111ster and enforce the prov1s10ns of
this act. Also, the secretary shall adopt rules and regulations
relating to the leasing of premises for the management, opera
tion and conduct of game� of bingo
Sec 6. K.S.A. 79-4710 is hereby amended to read as follows.
79-4710. (a) All amounts received by or for the secretary of
revenue from license fees pursuant to KS A. 79-4703 and
amendments thereto shall be remitted to the state treasure1 and
the state treasurer shall deposit all of such moneys m the state
treasury and, except as otherwise rC€lHHed ffi aeesrElaaee wt4
provided by K.S,A 79-4711 and ame,idment5 thereto for mam.
tenance of the bingo refund fund, shall credit the same to the
state general fund
{b) All amounts received by or for the secretary of revenue
from the tax pursuant to KS.A 79-4704 and amendments thereto
shaJJ be remitted to the state treasurer and the state treasurer
shall deposit all of such moneys m the state treasury There 1s
hereby created, in the state treasunJ, the state bingo regulation
fund and the county and city bmgo tax fund. SubJ ect to the
mamtenance requirements of the bingo refund fund under
K.S A 79-4711 and amendments thereto, enc tJmdf_#;,)l/30[ each
'5-tiffi deposit shall be credited to the �tate general fund, l/3 of
each deposit to the state bingo regulation fund .md the remam
mg t>., e tfl:H'ds (-2+J.) 1/J of such deposit shall be credited to the
county and city brngo tax fund. Moneys in the state bingo
regulation fund shall be expended for the e orccment of the
bingo statutes in article 47 of chapter 79 ot Kansas Statutes
Annotated and rules and regu[atwns adopte pursuant thereto
Such expenditures shall be made upon 1.1ouchcrs approved by
the secretanJ of revenue or a person designated by the secretary.
l}/hene,•et ftftY i}tlff ef � � is, ered1tecl. ffl -the -Btttge
-fet'd;fi-6 ittfta ffi aeeer6aflee ·,vttfi K-S-A- 79 1711, enc tlur6 {-¼4} ef
;he !.alattee &f -it dei,o,tt shall be ered,ted t-e ;he 5«lte ge»el'J>!
t\:1-00 ftfl-6 t-fl-e re1nat11mg twe thir6s � ef 5-\:tet¼ kttfflee 5-ltall 00
ere d1ted t-e ;he eet!ftly !ttl<! e,;y 1-ge lftl, fttttth
{c) All moneys deposited m the county and city bmgo ta."\
fund shall be returned to the counties and cities m which the
heeased locations and regfatered premises are located at a tune
or times fixed by the secrcta1y but not less th,:m onc.e ffi each
year. If the !teensei:l. locations and registered premises t& are
located w1thm the corporate lmuts of a city, all ta"\es collected
therefrom shall be remitted to the city treasurer of such city and
credited to the city general funJ If the licensed locatwns and
registered premises +s- are located \\ 1thm the unincorporated
area of any county, .iJl ta.,es collected therefrom shall be ren11tted
to the count} treasurer of :.uch county and credited to the c.ounty
general fund Moneys dtstnbuted to cities and counties under
this sectwn 5hall be used to assist m the enforcement of the
bingo laws of this state
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Sec. 7. K.SA
. 79-4708 and 79-4710 and K.S A 1983 Supp
79-4701, 79-4703 and 79-4706 are hereb y repealed.
Sec. 8. This act shall take effect and be m force from and
after its pubhcabon m the statute book
I hereby certify that the above BILL ongm:ited in the
SENATE, and passed that body

SENATJ: concurred m
HousE amendments----------------

President of the Senate.

Secretary of the Senate

Passed the HousE
as amended ________________

Speaker of the House

Chief Clerk of the House

APPROVED---------------

Governor

SENATE BILL No. 357

AN ACT concerning bingo, amending KS A 1983 Supp j''i}-4706, a� .1me11dcd bv
section 3 of 1984 Sena.te Bill Ko 401, and repealmg the C\.1stmg section

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas

Section I. KS.A. 1983 Supp 79-4706, as amended by section
3 of 1984 Senate Bill No 401, 1s hereby amended to read as
follows 79-4706. Games of bingo managed, operated or con
ducted by organizations licensed under the prov1s1ons of this act
shull be managed, operated or conducted subJect to rules and
regulatwns adopted by the secretary of revenue and the follow
ing restnct10ns
(a) The entire gross receipts received by any such orgamz.1hon from the operation or conduct of games of bingo, e'\cept that
portion utilized for the payment of the cost of pnzes and license
fees and taws 1mposed under the prov1s10ns of this act, shall be
used exclusively for the lawful purposes of the organization
permitted to conduct that game
(b) No person except a bona fide member or spouse of a bon.1.
fide member of the sponsonng orgamzat10n or parent organiza
tion or an auxiliary umt or society of such SI-Jonsonng orgamza
bon may participate m the management, conduct or operat10n of
any game of bmgo
(c) No lessor, any employee of any such lessor or any em
ployee, officer or shareholde1 of a for profit corporation which 1s
the lessor, shall play any game of bmgo on prem1�cs leased by
any such lessor or shall be responsible fo1 or assist in the
management, operatrnn 01 conduct of any game of bingo on such
premises.
(d) No person may participate m the management, conduct or
operation ofbmgo games 1f such person, withm five years pnor
to such parhc1pat1on, has been convicted ofor pleaded guilty or
nolo contenderc to any felony or 1llcg,1l gumblmg actw1ty or
purchased a ta>.. stamp for wagenng or gambling activity.
(e) No person may receive any remuneration or profit for
partic1patmg m the management, conduct or operatrnn of any
game of bingo.
(f) The aggregate value of all pnzes mcludmg the retail value
of all merchandise awarded or offered by any such organization
on any single day to winners of game:. of bingo shall not exceed
$1,200, and any pnz.e awarded m cash of $100 or more :.hall be
paid by a check drawn on the bmgo trust bank account of the
licensee
(g) The total number of games managed, operated or con
ducted by any licensee m any one day sh.1ll not exceed 25 and
not more than five of such games shall be Jackpot or special
games and not more than one licensee may conduct bmgo g,1mcs
at a given locatrnn or registered premises In any one calendar
day.
(h) The pnze awarded m any one regular game shall not
e:-..ceed $50 m cash or its eqmvalent and such pnze m any one
Jackpot or special g.:ime shall not exceed $500 m cash or 1ts
equivalent The retail value of any mercl1.1nd1se received by a
winner of a bmgo game shall be considered as the cash value for
the purposes of determinmg the value of the pnze
(1) The charge made for a �mgle card to pby in games; othe1
than J,1ckpot or special games shall 9e ,$-a{) not ncecd $1 and
such card shall be vahd for all regubr games conducted or
operated by the licensee on a particular da>; the charge made for
a single card to play many smgle Jackpot or �pec1.1l g.:ime shall B-e
$-,,§.Q not e-cceed ,$1. Paper game program booklets with multiple
bmgo cards pnnted on the pages thereof are permitted so long as
the charge made for a regular game program booklet ½-5- ¼O does
not e-cceed $1, e'Xcept that the charge for such game progr,1m
booklet may be increased by an amount e.f ,$--aQ not e.:ceedrng .$1
for each smgie JJ.ckpot or �pecial game m the g;i.me progr.im
booklet
(j) CJ.mes of b.ngo shall not be managed, operated or con
ducted by any licensee on more th�1n two calendar days m any
one week
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(k) All licenses 1s�ued under the prov1s10ns of this act shall
be issued m the name of the organization licensed
(1) Each hcen�ee shall keep a record of all bmgo games
managed, operated or conducted by 1t for a penod of three years
following the date the game 1s managed, operated or conducted.
(m) No person under the age of 18 years shall participate m
the management, operation or conduct of any game of bmgo
managed, operated or conducted under the prov1s1ons ofth1s act.
(n) A lessor of premises used for the management, operat10n
or conduct of bmgo or a licensee may not advertise bmgo games
except to the e:-.tent and m the manner presc:nbed by the rules
and regulation:. adopted by the secretary of revenue, and any
advertisement of any bingo game by or on behalfofsuch le�sor or
licensee shall specify the orgamzat10n which 1s managing,
operatmg or conductmg the bmgo game
(o) No lessor of premises used for the management, operat10n
or conduct of any games of bmgo or any licensee �hall offer an
opportunity to participate ma game of chance, drawmg, contest,
door pnze, game, test of skill, lottery or any similar activity as an
inducement to part1c1pate 1n g.imes ofbmgo nor as a bmgo pnze
or prehmmary to the .iwardmg of a bmgo pnze
(p) No licensee shall m.1n<1ge, operate or conduct brngo on
any leased premises or with leased equipment unless all of the
terms and conditions of rental or use, mcludmg the rental of
chairs, bmgo equipment, tables, secunty guards, Janitor service
or any other services, are set forth ma lease submitted, approved
and on file with the secretary of revenue.
(q) No premises shall be used for the management, operat10n
or conduct of bmgo games on more than three calendar days m
any one week.
(r) No prenuses shall be subdivided to provide multiple
premise.<. where games of bmgo <lfe managed, operated or con
ducted, whether or not the multiple prem1ses have different
addresses
(s) No game of bmgo shall be managed, operated or con
ducted on leased premises if at any time dunng the 1mmed1ately
preceding 44 hours the premise'i, or any premises w1th111 1,000
feet of them, have been med for the management, operation or
conduct of a game of bingo.
(t) Every licensee who has gross receipts of $1,000 or more
received from participation m games, a<lmis�10n fees or charges
and from any other source directly related to the operation or
conduct of any bingo games m any c alendar month shall main
tam a bingo trust b.l.nk account into which all such receipts are
deposited daily and from which all payments are made relatmg
to the management, oper,Hion or conduct of any bingo games,
except payment of pnzes of less than $100 Havmg once es
tabhshed such bmgo trust bank account, the licensee shall con
tinue to make deposits of all receipts therein. Every licensee
shall notrf}' the secretary of revenue of the name of the bank in
which the bingo trmt bank account 1s mamt,uned, together with
the number and name of the account. Every licensee who mam
tains a bingo trust bank account �hall mamtam a complete record
of all depo�1ts and withdrawals from such bunk account and the
same shall be av.. ulableto the secretary of revenue or the secre
tary's agents or mvesttgators to audit at any reasonable time.
(u) The records required under subsectton (t) are m add1tton
to all other records required to be kept by the licensee by statute
or rules and regulations. The records reqmred by subsection (t)
shall be ma1ntamed m the same place as all other records
reqmred to be kept by the licensee
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Sec 2. K.S.A 1983 Supp 79-4706, as amended by section 3
of 1984 Senate B111 No 401, is hereby repealed
Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after 1ts publication m the statute book.
I hereby certify that the above BILL or1g1nated m the SENATE, and passed that body
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Present Situation

-

The conduct of bingo gam e s by veterans', charitable and
nonprofit organizations in existence for at least 3 years
is ex e mpted from th e gen e ral prohibition on gambling by s.
849.093. That section allows v e terans' and nonprofit
organizations engaged in various charitable endeavors to
conduct bingo games, deducting only actual business
expenses, with the proceeds to be used only for those
stated charitabl e activiti e s. Other nonprofit groups, not
engaged in charitable activities, are allowed to conduct
bingo games up on the condition that all proceeds are
returned to the play e rs as prizes.
B.

Effect on Prese nt Situation

Requires all bingo cards to hav e not less than 24 playing
numb e rs.
Defin e s "charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'
or ganizations" to mean organizations which ar e ex e mpt from
taxation under the Internal Revenu e Code.
Deletes reference to guest games, an undefined phrase used
inconsistently throughout s. 849.093.
Requires organizations that conduct bingo games to be
located in the same community wh e re the game is played.
Changes leasing provisions to facilitate sub-l e asing
between qualified organizations.
II.

PRIVATE SECTOR/STATE/LOCAL FISCAL IMPACT
Indeterminate

III.
IV.

COMMENTS - None
AMENDMENTS - None
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The conduct of bingo games by veterans', charitable and
nonprofit organizations in existence for at least 3 years
is ex e mpted from the general prohibition on gambling by s.
849.093. That section allows veterans' and nonprofit
organizations engaged in various charitable endeavors to
conduct bingo games, deducting o n ly actual business
expenses, with the proceeds to be used only for those
stated charitable activities. Other nonprofit groups, not
engaged in charitable activities, are allowed to conduct
bingo games upon the condition that all proceeds are
returned to the players as prizes.
B.

Effect on Present Situation

The bill requires all bingo cards to hav e not less than 24
playing numbers.
"Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organizations" are
defined to mean organizations which have been in existence
for at least 3 years, which are exempt from taxation under
the Internal Revenue Code, and which are e ngag e d i n
certain charitable endeavors.
References to guest games, an undefined phrase used
inconsistently throughout s. 849.093, are deleted.
The bill requires organizations that conduct bingo games
to be located in the same county or within a 15-mile
radius of where the game is played.
The bill requires an organization which sponsors a bingo
game to designate an organization member who will be
present throughout the game, and to post notice of the
sponsoring organization's ncme and the designated member's
name at the game location. The bill limits the number of

Page 2
Staff Report - CS/HB 210
April 16, 1984
days during which bingo may be played at any one location
to two days per week.
II.

PRIVATE SECTOR/STATE/LOCAL FISCAL IMPACT
A.

Private Sector Impact

The bill should have a negative fiscal impact upon private
persons who presently use the exemption for charitable
organizations as a means for operating for-profit bingo
halls. It should help ensure that monies generated from
bingo operations are either returned to the players in the
form of prizes or paid to the charitable organization
sponsoring the bingo games.
B.

State Fiscal Impact

None
C.

Local Fiscal Impact

None
III.

COMMENTS
The law presently allows certain organizations which are
not engaged in charitable endeavors to conduct bingo games
if all of the proceeds are returned in the form of prizes
to the pl ayers. By defining "charitable, nonprofit and
veterans' organizations" and inserting this defined phrase
in the section of the law which presently allows non
charitable organizations to conduct bingo and in the
section of the law which restricts the premises on which
bingo can be played, the bill appears to prohibit the
conduct of bingo by anyone other than those organizations
which qualify as "charitable, nonprofit and veterans'
organizations."

IV.

AMENDMENTS - None
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HB 734 by
Rep. R.M. Johnson
relating to gambling

DATE:

March 23

1984

REVISED:
OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE:
None
SENATE BILL:

I.

SUMMARY
A.

PRESENT SITUATION:

Chapter 849, F.S., contains provisions wh1ch prohibit
gambling. Among the prohibited activities, 1t is illegal to set
up, promote, or conduct any lottery. Lotteries are also
prohibited by Article 10, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution.
The def1nit1on of lottery is, in essence, a chance at a
prize for a price. There must be a hazard of something tangible
of value paid or agreed to be paid by the player 1n consideration
for the privilege of participating in the game or scheme 1n wh i ch
there is a chance to win a much larger amount. A lottery,
therefore, has three elernents--a prize, awarded by chance, for a
consideration. 27 Fla. Jur. 2d, Gambling s. 16. Section
849.35(6), F.S., defines "lottery ticket" and gives several
examples of a lottery, but in no way are they intended to be all
inclusive of what constitutes a lottery.
Under current law, a raffle may be deemed a lottery and
therefore be prohibited as a criminal activity. Conducting a
lottery is punishable as a third degree felony by imprisonment
not exceeding 5 years or by fine not exceeding $5,000, or both.
However, under s. 849.093, nonprofit and charitable inst1tut1ons,
by meeting certain requirements, may be excluded from the
prohibitions of Ch� 849� An eligible 1nstitut1on may conduct
bingo games or guest games provided the net proceeds are donated
to the endeavors of such organ1zat1on.
B.

EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES:

Thonw R 'IWcudr, Slaff Duecllll"
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This bill would amend s. 849.093 to include raffles with
bingo and guest games as permitted endeavors. There would be no
age requirement for participation 1n a raffle as there is for
bingo or guest games.
Also, where gross ticket sales or the value of the prize
or prizes exceeds $1,000, the eligible organization would:
(a}

be limited to two raffles per calendar year.

(b) be required to file with the Secretary of State a
notice of intent at least 14 days prior to sale of tickets if the
raffle is statewide or multi-county.
{c) be required to file with the clerk of the circuit
court a notice of intent at least 14 days prior to sale of
tickets if the raffle 1s confined to one county.
The notice of intent would include the name of the
organization. the name and address of the person in charge of the
raffle, and the list of prizes.
II.

FISCAL IMPACT
Minimal if any.

III .

COMMENTS

In some areas of the state, local law enforcement agencies
do not prevent charitable or nonprofit organizations from
conducting raffles. In other areas, organizations that would
conduct a raffle are threatened with arrest and criminal
prosecution. By allowing all eligible institutions to conduct
raffles, the bill would end this disparate treatment.
Article 10, Section 7 of the Florida Constitution states,
"Lotteries, other than the types of parimutual pools authorized
by law as of the effective date of this constitution, are hereby
prohibited in this state". It should be noted that even though
this bill would make raffles statutorily permissible, they may be
prohibited by the Constitution.
IV.

AMENDMENTS
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I.

SUMMARY
A.

Present Situation
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Section 849.093, F.S., exempts certain bingo activities
from the general prohibition on gambling. Veterans' and
nonprofit organizations engaged in charitable, civic,
community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works and
other nonprofit organizations are permitted to conduct
bingo games if the organization has been in existence for
3 years. Veterans' and nonprofit organizations engaged in
the enumerated charitable activities must use the net
proceeds of the bingo games, after deducting business
expenses, for these charitable endeavors. Other nonprofit
organizations not engaged in the enumerated charitable
activities must return all game proceeds to the players.
The prize money is restricted to $250 per jack�ot, with a
maximum of 3 Jackpots per session and per day of play.
All other prizes are restricted to $50. No organization
is allowed to conduct bingo games more than 2 times per
week.
Each person involved in the conduct of bingo games is
required to be a resident of the community where the
sponsor organization is located and a bona fide member of
the organization. The law p rohibits the payment of
compensation to such persons.
Bingo games may only be held on property owned or leased
for 1 year or longer by the charitable or nonprofit
organization, or property owned by a city or county which
has, by ordinance, authorized such use of the property.
These exceptions to the prohibition on gambling have
sometimes been used by commercial bingo parlors, which
operate full-time using different charitable organizations
as sponsors for the bingo activities. The commercial
bingo operators make their money by charging the
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charitable organizations a flat fee or percentage of the
revenues generated by the bingo games in return for the
organization's use of the facility and bingo equipment.
No state agency licenses bingo at the present time. Dade
and Broward Counties license bingo operators pursuant to
county ordinances. Pinellas County licensed bingo
operators in the past, but discontinued the licensing
because the license fees did not generate sufficient
revenue to pay the costs of licensing.
B.

Effect on Present Situation

The bill mandates licensing of and reporting by all
organizations engaged in the conduct of bingo games and
all persons who lease premises to such organizations. The
Department of Business Regulation is given the
responsibility for licensing applicants and collecting
reports from licensees. License applicants are assessed a
$25 fee for the annual license.
Licensees are required to file quarterly reports with the
Department. Organizations conducting bingo must report
the number of games conducted, the number of participants,
the number and amount of prizes awarded, the proceeds
derived from each game, the amount of deductible business
expenses, the net proceeds to charitable endeavors, and/or
the disposition of the proceeds if not to a charitable
endeavor. Persons leasing premises for bingo 0perations
must report the location of the premises, the name and
address of each organization leasing the premises, the
number of games and participants and amount of prizes
awarded by each organization, the consideration paid for
each lease, and the amount of any charges imposed by the
lessor for its own benefit or on behalf of the
organization.
The bill provides that failure to file a complete report
or falsification of information in a report is grounds for
revocation of a license.
II.

PRIVATE SECTOR/STATE/LOCAL FISCAL IMPACT
A.

Private Sector Impact

Insignificant. Organizations conducting bingo games will
be required to pay $25 per year to obtain a license to do
so. Persons leasing property to such organizations will
also be required to pay $25 per year for a license.
B.

State Fiscal Impact
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Indeterminate. The Attorney General's Office has
estimated that approximately 600 persons and organizations
would be licensed under this bill. Of that 600, 100 would
require dual licensing as operators and lessors. This
estimate may be low because Broward County alone has 167
outstanding licenses for bingo operators. The $25 license
fee may cover the costs of issuing a license and gathering
reports, but would not generate sufficient revenues to
allow the Department to investigate applicants, pursue
license revocation proceedings, or otherwise enforce the
bingo law.
C.

Local Fiscal Impact

To the extent that local governments license bingo, and
the licensing fees do not pay all costs of licensing,
these local governments could save money by abolishing
local licensing.
III.

COMMENTS
The bill provides that the Department of Business
Regulation is the agency responsible for licensing bingo
operators. Because most divisions and activities of the
Department are funded through trust fund moneys, it may be
desirable to designate the division responsible for
administering the law. The Division of Pari-mutuel
Wagering, which is based in Miami, would be the logical
choice.
The bill does not specify where the licensing revenues are
to be deposited. It may be desirable to designate the
Pari-mutuel Wagering Trust Fund (which funds the
division's activities) as the depository if the division
will have the licensing responsibility.
The Department should probably be given express authority
to revoke licenses for failure to comply with the
reporting provisions of the law. The bill currently
implies such authority by providing that either failure to
report or falsification of a report is grounds for
revocation.

IV.

AMENDMENTS - None
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CHAPTER 84 246
548.47

LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 84-246

Financial interest in boxer proh1b1ted.--

(l) No member of the commission or employee thereof, nor any
referee, Judge, or promoter licensed by the cornm1ss1on nor any
attending phys1c1an may have any direct or indirect financial or
pecuniary interest 1n any boxer.
(2) No manager, trainer, or second of any boxer shall have any
direct or indirect f1nanc1al or pecuniary interest 1n the opponent 1n
any contest 1n which his own boxer part1c1pates. Nor shall any boxer
have any direct or 1nd1rect financial or pecuniary interest in his
1n any contest.
A violation of this section is a
opponent
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided 1n s.
775.082 or s. 775.08).
fees,
fines,
548.48 Fees,
fines,
and
forfeitures.--All
forfeitures, and other moneys collected under the provisions of this
chapter shall be paid by the commission to the State Treasurer who,
after expenses of the commission are paid, shall deposit them in the
General Revenue Fund,
548.49
chapter.

Rules.--The

commission

Section 3. Sections 548,01,
Statutes, are hereby repealed.

may adopt rules to implement this
548,02, 548.03, and 548.04, Florida

Section 4. Section 14.27 and chapter 548, Florida Statutes, are
repealed on October 1, 1994, and shall be reviewed pursuant to
section 11.61, Florida Statutes.
Section 5.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984.

Approved by the Governor June 19, 1984.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 20, 1984.
CHAPTER 84-247
Committee Substitute for House 8111 No. 210
An

act relating to bingo; amending s. 849,093, F,S.,
defining the term "charitable, nonprofit, or veterans'
organizations"; requiring such organizations involved in
the conduct of or sponsoring any bingo game to be located
in the county or within a 15-mile radius of where the
game is located; requiring a sponsoring organization to
designate a member who will be present at the sponsored
bingo game; requiring posting of notice of sponsoring
organization and designated member; limiting the number
of days during which bingo games may be conducted at any
one location to 2 days per week; amending s. 849.16,
F.S.; deleting language which provides that certain
amusement games are not slot machines for the purposes of
the laws relating to gambling; creating ch. 512, F.S.;
defining the term "arcade amusement center": providing
that certain amusement games are not slot machines for
purposes of the laws relating to gambling; providing
legislative intent; providing an effective date.
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operated--amt1sement--games--or--maeh-i:nes--on--the--prem1:ses-Yhteh-are
operated-for-the-enterta1:nment-of-the-9eneral-pt1b¼.1:e-a1'ld-tot1.r1:sts--as
8-bol'la-f1:de-amt1semel'lt-fae1:¼.1:ty�
Section 3. Chapter 512, Florida Statutes, consisting of section
512.01, Florida Statutes, 1s created to read:
512.01

Amusement machines not gambling devices.--

{l} Nothing contained in chapter 849 shall be taken or construed
as applicable to an arcade amusement center having amusement games or
machines which operate by means of the 1nsert1on of a coin and which
by application of skill may entitle the person playing or operating
the game or machine to receive points or coupons which may be
exchanged for merchandise only, excluding cash
and
alcoholic
beverages, provided that the merchandise or prize awarded 1n exchange
for said points or coupons shall not exceed the cost value of 75
cents on any game played. Nothing 1n this subsection shall be taken
or construed as applicable to a coin-operated game or device designed
and manufactured only for bona fide amusement purposes which game or
device may by application of skill entitle the player to replay the
game or device at no additional cost, 1f the game or device can
accumulate and react to no more than 15 free replays; can be
discharged of accumulated free replays only be reactivating the game
or device for one additional play for such accumulated free replay;
can make no permanent record, directly or indirectly, of free
replays; and is not classified by the United States as requiring a
federal gambling tax stamp under applicable provisions of the
Internal Revenue Code.
(2) The term "arcade amusement center" as used 1n this section
shall mean a place of business having at least 50 or more coin
operated amusement games or machines on the premises which are
operated for the entertainment of the general public and tourists as
a bona fide amusement facility.
Section 4. Legislative 1ntent.--It is the express intent of the
Legislature that no charitable, nonprofit or veterans' organization
shall serve as a sponsor of a bingo game conducted by another but
shall only be directly involved in the conduct of such a game as
provided 1n this act.
Section 5.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1984.

Approved by the Governor June 19, 1984.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 20, 1984.
CHAPTER 84-248
An

House Bill No. 329
act relating to the H1stor1c Preservation Trust Fund;
amending s.
267,0617,
authorizing
h1stor1c
F.S.�
preservation
to
any
corporation,
grants-in-aid
partnership, or other
organization
or
individual;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legtslature of the State of Florida:
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